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SIX-LETTER WORD MEANING 


YOU: 


For a long time, many people (including some very smart 
ones) have been saying, “The public doesn’t want war pictures.” 





We disagree ... politely, but firmly. 


We think the American public doesn’t want second-rate war 
pictures. Make a really fine, sincere, entertaining picture 
with a war theme, say we, and the public will welcome it 
with cheers. 


We proved our point with “Air Force”... “This Is The Army” 

. “Action In The North Atlantic” ... “Destination Tokyo.” 
The public (a six-letter word meaning “you”) hailed them 
as hits! 


Now we’re proving it even more conclusively, with a picture 
that’s getting the same enthusiastic reception from audiences 
that it got from the professional critics! 


For OBJECTIVE BURMA is a gloriously entertaining pic- 
ture. It is also a picture that privileges you to understand a 
little better what goes on in the minds of several million 
American boys a long way from home. 


That’s why we’re as proud of OBJECTIVE BURMA as of 


3 a ANY Warner picture ever made. For it demonstrates once 


at “combining good picture-making with good citizen- 
‘Warner policy that continues to make good sense 
t entertainment! 


WARNER BROS. 


SACK LL. WARNER, Executive Producer 





~— WILLIAM ele ¢ JAMES BROWN « DICK ERDMAN 
GEORGE TOBIAS * HENRY HULL* WARNER ANDERSON 


Directed by RAOUL WALSH °* Produced by JERRY WALD 


Screen Play by Ranold MacDougall & Lester Cole * From on Original Story by Alvah Bessie * Music by Franz Waxman 
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SUPPORT 





Until the last knock- 
out blow is delivered to 
the Axis Powers it is our 
job at home to continue 
backing our Armed 
Forces by buying 


MORE WAR BONDS 


INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION — 














DESIGNED FOR YOUR 


Pleasure 


The Touch of Genius 


It cannot be explained or analyzed. 
Yet the discriminating critic recog- 
nizes it instantly... the touch of 
genius in great music —or in a great 
whiskey like Seagram’s 7 Crown. 

True, Seagram’s 7 Crown is blend- 
ed from the finest whiskey stocks and 
grain neutral spirits—both of pre- 
war quality. Into its making enter all 
the skill, craftsmanship and hon- 
esty of purpose that have been a 
tradition of the House of Seagram 
since 1857. 

Yet saying this does not entirely 


Seagram's fee Pian + 


account for this whiskey’s greatness 
—its supremely delicious flavor, its 
wonderful lightness and aroma.There 
is only one answer—that mysterious 
ability to do something better than 
anyone else—the touch of genius. 

Throughout the war, Seagram’s 
has maintained its standards. The 
Seagram’s 7 Crown you buy today 
is—without reservation —a whiskey 
of true pre-war quality. Sip it slowly 
... savor its excellence...and be 
thankful that Seagram’s 7 Crown is 
still to be had! 
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AND ALWAYS 












Seagram’s 7 Crown Blended Whiskey. 65% Grain Neutral Spirits. 86.8 Proof. Seagram-Distillers Corporation, Chrysler Building, New York 
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BUDGET FOR BUILDING 


IN A MEMORANDUM prepared for 
the National Labor Committee for Pal- 
estine (NLCP), Israel Mereminski, 
delegate of the Histadrut, discloses that 
in the fiscal year of 1943-44, the Hista- 
drut raised in Palestine, from member- 
ship dues ($4,000,000), members’ con- 
tributions ($1,360,000), and other 
sources, about $6,500,000, of which 
only about $1,000000 were expended 
for organizational purposes. A sum of 
$5,476,000 was applied for various 
tasks of rescuing Jews from Europe and 
increasing Palestine’s capacity to ab- 
sorb them, in which the Histadrut has 
occupied a foremost position. 


To this total must be added the in- 
come from the American Histadrut 
Campaigns which amounted to $1,226,- 
157 and represented 18.3% of the 
over-all Histadrut budget of $6,702,- 
157. The percentage relationship be- 
tween the funds mobilized by the 
Histadrut itself and those provided 
from abroad (81.7% as against 
18.3%) is particularly revealing of 
the vitality and enterprise of the His- 
tadrut. More especially so, in view of 
the fact that the Histadrut sent 24,000 
of its members as volunteers into the 
British Army, Navy and Air Forces, the 
Jewish Supply and Engineer Units, 
and the Jewish Brigade; and in view of 
the tremendous increase in the cost of 
living which greatly hampered all ac- 
tivities. 

A breakdown of the Histadrut in- 
come from abroad reveals some most 
interesting facts concerning the im- 
portance of these funds to the expan- 
sion of Histadrut activities and to the 
preservation of its policy of pioneering 
initiative. The funds transmitted to 
the Histadrut through the NLCP are in 
no way earmarked and can thus be ap- 
plied toward the maximum exploita- 
tion of every opportunity for growth 
and expansion as and when it presents 
itself. Furthermore, these funds, 
coupled as they are with the steady 
growth of the NLCP in financial stat- 
ure and status, serve to mobilize far 
larger sums within Palestine. Nir was 
able to realize the $1,000,000 in new 
debentures mentioned above because 
of the investment of $226,016, out of 
the total American Histadrut Cam- 
paign transmissions of $1,086,157, in 
regular Nir shares. And this success 
brought with it the participation of the 
Anglo-Palestine Bank in a joint proj- 
ect to the extent of $1,000,000 more: 
The income from this project was used 
toward the conversion of the short 
term loans granted the agricultural 
settlements during the war into long 
term loans, thus alleviating a difficult 
situation created by wartime condi- 
tions. Another example: The Hista- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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TABLE I 
Planned 
Spent in Budget Planned 
1943/44 1944/45 Increase eg 
(J 
Histadrut’s income in Palestine for 
non-organizational purposes .......... $4,476,000 $ 6,220,000 $1,744,000 
Loans granted by Histadrertcseccsssssssn 1,000,000 3,600,000 2,600,000 
Palestine total 5,476, 000 9,820,000 4,344,000 79.3% 
American Pro-Histadrut Campaigns... 1,226,157 2,128,000 906,643 73.9% 
GRAND TOTALS  esessrcssssesesoees $6,702,157 $11,952,000 $5,250,643 
TABLE II 
1944/45 1943/44 
$2,800,000 dues $3,000,000 dues 
1,280,000 rescue campaign 1,360,000 rescue campaign 
1,640,000 social welfare institutions 116,000 Institutions’ funds 
240,000 maritime projects ————. 
140,000 Hakhayal, Ltd., work Projects $4,476,000 
for discharged servicemen 
120,000 Institutions’ funds 
$6,220,000 
$2,400,000 Nir debentures $1,000,000 Nir debentures 
1,200,000 Nir, Solel Boneh loans for 
housing 
$3,600,000 





dew QUESTIONS posed by Zionism found no 
place on the official agenda of the Crimea Con- 
ference. However, the future of Palestine was a mat- 
ter of discussion between the President and the 
Prime Minister, and between each of them and the 
king of Saudi-Arabia. 


Through Churchill’s report to the House of Com- 
mons we learned that no final decision as to Palestine 
had yet been reached, and, more particularly, that 
none would be adopted until after the war. Coming 
from Churchill, this announcement is, in a sense, no 
disappointment. We knew as long ago as August 
that this was the official British policy, and that even 
if a definite proposal regarding Palestine were 
adopted in London, it would be kept secret until the 
war was ended. Formally, we have no “grievance” 
against Churchill on this count, for he never prom- 
ised a solution of the Palestine question during the 
war. Yet his recent speech caused deep concern and 
disquiet, because it so elaborately refrained from 
even hinting the general principles of a future Brit- 
ish policy for Palestine. 


His declaration that he expects a solution to be 
found in which “all legitimate interests” will be in 
harmony is so abstract—nay, algebraic—that it can 
mean anything under the sun. What Jewish interests 
in Palestine are to be considered “legitimate”? Will 
they be the same tomorrow as were considered “legi- 
timate” yesterday, and the day before? The 1939 
White Paper, too, was regarded by its authors as 
satisfying all “legitimate” Jewish interests. 

No less disturbing was Churchill’s use of a (hardly 
casual) phrase suggesting that a solution will be 
found for the Arab and Jewish question only “after 
the war”: not after the war in Europe, as we had 
been led to understand on various occasions, but 
simply after the war. If Jews have to wait until after 
the end of the war in Asia as well, our term in Purga- 
tory may extend for a considerable period. Both in 
British and United States military circles there is a 
growing tendency to speak of the Middle East, in- 
cluding Palestine, as a vital strategic and communica- 
tions base in the war against Japan. And the well- 
known conclusion is drawn: even after the war in 
Europe is ended, it would be wise to avoid measures 
which might “antagonize” the Arabs. 

The President’s address to Congress gave us, 
mildly speaking, even less satisfaction. Not only did 
he fail to mention, in his account of the havoc caused 
by Germany in Europe, so “trifling” an item as the 
annihilation of at least a third of the Jewish people, 
but his prepared text had not a single word to say 
on the question of Jews in Palestine. However, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt did indulge in certain impromptu 
comments, which—not without reason—deeply of- 
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The Palestine Question since Yalta 


fended many Jews. Whatever else he may have 
learned, certainly our President had nothing to learn 
from Ibn Saud on the Jewish problem. To be sure, 
his remarks can easily be interpreted in another sense 
(and certainly this is the correct interpretation): in 
five minutes of conversation, says the President, he 
learned more, not about the Jewish question, but 
about Ibn Saud’s views on that question, than from 


a dozen letters. But it is a very sad situation if in so 


delicate a matter the President allows himself to 
speak in such a negligent manner that it becomes 
necessary to resort to “textual criticisms.” President 
Roosevelt has proved more than once that, when he 
wants to, he can speak clearly and directly. In his 
recent remarks, he was unpardonably insensitive to 
Jewish sensibilities; and above all, he, too, let fall 
not a single word which might give us a clue as to 
how he intends to keep his promise of helping us 
establish the Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 


If this were not enough, we then heard from Cairo 
a report which, in some ways, was more alarming 
than either Churchill’s speech or Roosevelt’s impro- 
visation. The Conference of Arab States which was 
being conducted there closed with the adoption of a 
Constitution for a projected Arab League. Among 
the signatories of that document was a representative 
of the Palestine Arabs. The implication is clear: 
unlike certain other Arab representatives from non- 
sovereign countries, who were admitted to the con- 
ference only as observers, the Palestine “representa- 
tive” was treated, and, for all practical purposes rec- 
ognized, as the de facto Foreign Minister of a purely 
Arab country. An Arab Palestine, the conference 
implicitly declared, ought to have its place in the 
Arab League as an independent state. The Arabs, it 
appears, are not postponing their “solution” of the 
Palestine question until after the war, not even until 
after the war in Europe. They have already decided 
everything—and that, not before the Yalta Confer- 
ence, nor before the discussions of the Arab kings 
with Churchill and Roosevelt, but after those con- 
versations. With whose encouragement was this 
done? With whose permission? Palestine still has 
a government of its own. It is not Jewish, but neither 
is it an Arab government. By what authority could a 
Palestine Arab represent, not his community, but 
the whole of Palestine, as a country, as a political 
entity, a “state”; and not at some private conference, 
but at a formal conclave of governmental delegates? 


It may be thought that we are taking this matter 
too seriously. Syria and Lebanon are two Arab coun- 
tries which have been recognized not only in prin- 
ciple but also, to a considerable extent, in juridical 
practice as independent. However, they have not 
(or not yet?) been invited to the United States Con- 
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ference in San Francisco. It is still, perhaps, a far 
cry to the day when the great powers will officially 
recognize the Arab League, no matter what constitu- 
tion was worked out in Cairo. Nevertheless, it is 
obvious that the Arab States are attempting to con- 
front both the Jews and the world at large with a 
fait accompli. They are becoming more and more 
fully self-persuaded that they, and they alone, can 
determine the political destiny of Palestine, disre- 
garding not only the Jews, but even the great powers. 
Who is feeding these illusions—assuming that they 
are merely illusions? 


Wilts the great powers continue to temporize 
on the question of Palestine’s future political 
status, the necessity of making new arrangements for 
admitting Jewish immigrants to Palestine has already 
become too pressing to be ignored. For months past, 
we have again witnessed the same distressing situa- 
tion—in an aggravated form—which even before the 
war caused boatloads of unauthorized Jewish immi- 
grants to embark for Palestine. Already the hapless 
masses of refugees in Italy and Switzerland, and the 
equally shattered survivors in liberated France, Bel- 
gium, Bulgaria’ Rumania, and Hungary, have had to 
be informed that enough “certificates” were not 
available to permit immediate migration to Palestine, 
except for an insignificant number of them. It is not 
difficult to foresee that, broken though the survivors 
ate by the horrors of Axis rule, they will not consent 
to remain in the ruins where they have taken shelter, 
barely living, on the private charity of American 
Jews, while the new governments of their countries 
try to work out channels of social reintegration for 
Jews without unduly disturbing economic relations 
inherited from the Nazis. 

On the other hand, the conscience of the world 
has been enough stirred by the plight of Jews during 
the war so that the most case-hardened of colonial 
administrators would find it difficult to withstand 
the outcry another Patria case would call forth. Cer- 
tainly the present British government does not desire 
a recurrence of such episodes. 

Yet within one month the last of the 75,000 
White Paper certificates whose validity was extended 
by special action last March, and which have since 
been doled out at the niggardly rate of 1,500 
monthly to make them last, will at length be used 
up. Under the circumstances it will surprise no one 
if, as has been predicted in the press, the Palestine 
government announces a plan to admit Jews into 
Palestine at the same rate as now—1,500 a month. 
According to report, certain British officials have 
been advising the Arabs that they can agree to such 
a “concession” without endangering the position 
which the 1939 White Paper was intended to guar- 
antee the Arabs—an Arab numerical preponderance 
of approximately two to one over the Jews in Pales- 
tine. The twenty thousand or so Jews to be admit- 
ted into Palestine each year, for a certain period, 
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under this scheme would be counterbalanced by the 
great difference between Jewish and Arab natural 
increase in Palestine. Intimates of Arab leaders 
among the British may have pointed out, also, that 
agreement to the admission of so innocuous a num- 
ber of Jews would have a great political advantage. 
It would present the Arabs in a favorable light, as 
humanitarians willing to make a certain contribution 
(in “proportion” to the size of their country among 
the United Nations) toward the resettlement of Jew- 
ish refugees. 

That some Arabs, at least, are inclined to view 
the situation from this angle, is suggested by a recent 
dispatch from Julian Meltzer, the Jerusalem corres- 
pondent of the New York Times. Mr. Meltzer de- 
scribes a proposal, which is believed, to have 
emanated from the Cairo Conference, that Palestinian 
Arabs should agree to the admission of another 
200,000 or 300,000 Jews to Palestine, in view of the 
present Jewish situation. The theory is that such an 
additional number would raise the Jewish population 
of Palestine to a million, placing them on a plane of 
civil and political equality with the million Moslem 
Arabs in the country. The balance of power in the 
state would then rest with the 150,000 Christian 
Arabs. 

If such a plan has been elaborated at all, it is far 
from certain of being accepted by Palestinian Arabs 
in the near future. But if some Arabs should lean 
towards a solution of this sort, their reasoning would 
be obvious: a maximum of a million Jews in Pales- 
tine would still guarantee the Arabs a majority; and 
the “humanitarian” gesture of agreeing to a Jewish 
immigration of hundreds of thousands—far more 
than “any other” of the United Nations is likely to 
sanction—might be a very useful weapon in gaining 
the recognition of Palestine as a more or less sov- 
ereign state. 

For Jews, the implications are equally obvious: 
the “humanitarian” gesture of admitting a few hun- 
dred thousand Jews to Palestine would mean that all 
Jews above that number would have no country to 
which they could freely immigrate, as of right and 
not on sufferance. Neither Jews nor non-Jews who 
are really determined to find a humanitarian solution 
for the Jewish refugee problem of today and tomor- 
row can accept what is, after all, only a modification 
of the White Paper policy: instead of immigration 
being determined by Palestine’s absorptive capacity, 
a political high-water mark would be set for Jews 
in their own Homeland. The consequences of that 
arbitrary limitation would soon be felt. The 
800,000 Jews in already liberated Europe; the 
250,000 Polish Jewish evacuees in Soviet Russia 
(who, it becomes increasingly probable, will be sent 
back to their devastated homes); those other hun- 
dreds of thousands still in Nazi hands whose speedy 
rescue we all hope for soon—can anyone guarantee 
that 2 maximum of 300,000 to be admitted to Pales- 
tine will provide for all of them? And the Arabs of 
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the Middle East do not need to be told that the North 
African, Turkish, Iraqi, Yemenite, and Iranian Jews 
must also be considered potential immigrants to 
Palestine today. 

Zionists will have other objections to such a pro- 
posal, if it is made. A maximum of a million Jews 
in Palestine would mean that we would remain a 
homeless people, a minority everywhere. What Jews 
have experienced during the past thirty years has not 
tended to undermine the Zionist conviction—fruit of 
thousands of years of our history in the Dispersion— 
that there is no real freedom and security for the Jews 
as a people other than in their own Homeland. For 
Zionists—and this means for the main body of the 
Jewish people and for a considerable number of 
non-Jews who have become convinced of the Zionist 
analysis—the fair names of “humanitarianism” and 
“compromise” could not disguise the injustice of a 
proposal which condemns the Jewish people to con- 
tinued homelessness. 


A‘ THE END of April the United Nations will 
come together in conference at San Francisco 
in order to lay down the principles and establish the 
foundation of a future world organization. Among 
the nations represented at the conference, there will 
be no people which has suffered so long or so severely 
at the hands of the Axis, or which is more vitally 
interested in the international order of security and 
justice sought to be established in San Francisco, than 
the Jewish people. But it is a part of the suffering of 
a homeless people that, being homeless, it finds no 
place in the conferences of the United Nations. Too 
much humanity and imagination would have been 
required for the sponsoring powers to transcend 
technical considerations, and offer to the Jewish peo- 
ple, as a balm for their many wounds, their rightful 
place at the conference table. 

It must be admitted, to be sure, that even if the 
sponsors of the conference had shown the extraordi- 
nary sympathy and elasticity of thought required to 
invite the Jewish people to the conference as one of 


the United Nations, it would be difficult to decide to - 


whom such an invitation should be issued. The Jews 
have not succeeded in attaining the degree of inner 
discipline and cohesion which would make possible 
their union in'a single representative agency. In 
addition, the idea of recognizing the Jews as one of 
the United Nations has been adopted as peculiarly 
its own by a small group, the Hebrew Committee 
for National Liberation, which has no standing at 
all as a representative of the Jewish people. The 
characteristic methods with which they have 
championed this demand have helped make it difh- 
cult for authorized Jewish bodies to obtain even that 
minimum measure of representation at international 
conferences without which Jewish interests are in 
danger of being altogether unrepresented. 
Although the Jews were not conceded any status 
as one of the United Nations, certain Arab States 
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have been invited to send representatives to San 
Francisco. Egypt and Saudi Arabia are the most re- 
cently neutral, and Iraq the only formerly hostile 
country to be granted this favor. While Jewish vol- 
unteers were fighting and dying on Egyptian soil in 
El Alamein, Egypt continued to maintain its cool 
neutrality. While Jews in Europe fought the battle 
of the Warsaw Ghetto with small arms, and there 
was no shipping available to bring them to Pales- 
tine where they would have been only too happy 
to enlist in Jewish Units in the British Army, Ibn 
Saud was asking for and getting transport facili- 
ties from the Allies, with which to keep up the traffic 
of pilgrims to his land and thereby maintain his rev- 
enues. By signing a meaningless declaration of war 
on Germany at the very last possible moment, these 
Arab Kingdoms have easily obtained that right to 
which all the sufferings and contributions of the Jews 
in the war against Hitler have not “entitled” them. 

These facts are of particular importance because, 
even if the. Palestine question should not be raised 
concretely at San Francisco, the whole matter of 
mandates will be under discussion. It is obvious that 
the Arab States will utilize this opportunity to try to 
influence decisions in a sense favorable to their cause. 
The least consideration for justice should entitle the 
Jews to present their case and express their views on 
a question so closely touching their interests. Nor 
is it at all technically difficult to give the Jewish 
Agency, internationally recognized as entitled to co- 
operate.and advise in the administration of the Pal- 
estine Mandate, the necessary facilities to be present at 
all discussions on mandates. 


AS WE GO to press, President Roosevelt’s re- 
affirmation of his pledge of last October, to aid 
in bringing about the establishment of a Jewish 
Commonwealth, has been made public. The Presi- 
dent declares he will continue his efforts toward that 
end; and he also indicates that his aim is to speed a 
solution of the problem. 


Jews will certainly be grateful for these sorely 
needed words of reassurance. We cannot, however, 
but be painfully conscious of the heavy cost in hu- 
man suffering which each hour’s delay entails. Jews 
the world over will fervently hope for some concrete 
evidence of such serious attentions being given to the 
urgent problems of the Jewish people, that practical 
consequences might soon be looked for. 


EDITORIAL NOTICE 


ee whose fair-mindedness and judgment 
we respect have called our attention to the fact 
the article on the Kimberley project in the March is- 
sue of Jewish Frontier may be easily interpreted as a 
personal attack on Dr. I. N. Steinberg. We wish to 
make it quite clear that at no time have we had 
any doubt whatsoever of the personal integrity and 
good intentions of Dr. Steinberg. 
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New Problems of Palestine Immigration 
by Eliyahu Dobkin 


From an address delivered by the Head of the 
Jewish Agency Immigration Department in Tel 
Aviv on December 28, 1944. 


, , pong’ THE past fifteen months, some eight- 
een thousand immigrants have entered Pales- 
tine on certificates, and only a few thousand such 
certificates are left to us under the provisions of the 
White Paper. 

The Mandatory Power has employed various overt 
and surreptitious devices to slow down Jewish immi- 
gration, in order to postpone the day when the num- 
ber of certificates allowed by the White Paper is ex- 
hausted, and the world will be forced to face the fact 
that the doors of Palestine are closed to the Jews. 
That day has now come. 

Three main obstacles have been placed in the way 
of Jewish immigration during the past year: 

1. To the everlasting shame of the democracies, it 
must be recorded that while ships could be found for 
every other purpose, such as the transport and ex- 
change of prisoners and the import of various sup- 
plies to invasion ports, none was made available for 
Jews seeking to flee to Palestine from the European 
slaughter. Of the 6,900 immigrants brought to Pal- 
estine from Balkan countries during the past fifteen 
months, over 5,000 came by sea. All of these, with- 
out exception, were brought to Palestine in broken- 
down vessels which our representatives hired at huge 
sums, for the most part in spite of the opposition of 
the governments in question. Even after we suc- 
ceeded, in two instances, with the aid of the Joint 
Distribution Committee in obtaining boats to trans- 
port refugees from Portugal to Palestine, we had to 
pay fabulous fees. It cost approximately $600 per 
person. 

2. Help in eliminating legal difficulties in transit 
countries was either not forthcoming at all or given 
too late. In July 1943, the British Government de- 
cided to grant Palestine visas to Jews in Axis coun- 
tries who succeeded in escaping to Turkey; but the 
Turkish Government was not notified of this deci- 
sion until June 1944—eleven months later. In the 
meantime we lost many months in protracted nego- 
tiations, and thousands of Jews were deprived of 
their last opportunity to save themselves. 

3. The Mandatory Government restricted us in 
the use of immigration certificates put at our disposal, 
so that they could be issued only to those escaping 
from within the occupied countries. Only a small 
number could be rescued and thus become eligible 
for admission to Palestine. Numerous certificates, 
consequently, were “frozen” for many months, be- 
cause we were not able to issue them to applicants in 
free or liberated countries, from which emigration 


was possible. In Fall, 1944, the decree that certifi- 
cates could be issued only to Jews of enemy coun- 
tries was actually annulled and we were granted the 
right to grant certificates to immigrants from free 
and liberated countries. Later, however, immigra- 
tion suffered another setback: the number of immi- 
grants into Palestine was limited to 1,500 per month. 

In several of the liberated countries, we encounter 
difficulties in obtaining from governments permis- 
sion for Jews to emigrate. Refugees who are citizens 
of countries now annexed to the Soviet Union are 
not allowed to emigrate. Any one wishing to leave 
Bulgaria must submit no less than thirteen docu- 
ments before being granted an exit permit. We have 
to obtain right of transit through various countries 
and provide necessary transportation. Only then 
arises the greatest of all difficulties—obtaining per- 
mission to enter Palestine. 

We are still in possession of about 7,000 certifi- 
cates, and if the order limiting the number of im- 
migrants to 1,500 per month is not revoked, immi- 
gration will continue for four more months. Thou- 
sands of Jews eager to get to Palestine already know 
that her doors are closed to them. Among the 26,- 
000 refugees (including 4,000 children; 1,000 with- 
out parents), who fled Switzerland and are confined 
in various concentration camps there, we were able 
to distribute only 1,000 certificates. In December 
1944, when the last of 1,500 Jews arrived in Switz- 
erland from the concentration camp of Bergen- 
Belsen, we had no certificates available to enable 
them to leave Switzerland for Palestine. For the 
350,000 Jews in Rumania and Bulgaria, we could 
allocate no more than 5,000 certificates. © 

An example of the hardships under which we 
labor: recently, 600 immigrants from Rumania, who 
had endured a great deal, were held up at the Turk- 
ish border. First the Soviet Government detained 
them in Bulgaria for a month’s time, until instruc- 
tions came from Moscow permitting them to con- 
tinue their journey. Now they are being delayed at 
the Turkish border, because the quota of 1,500 for 
this month has already been exhausted. About 2,800 
homeless and hungry refugees from Yemen are in 
Aden, but we were able to give them only one-third 
of the certificates they requested. To Turkish Jewry, 
who last year sent 2,100 immigrants, we were able 
this year to give only 200 immigration certificates. 
What explanation can we offer the 28,000 liberated 
Italian Jews, some of whom are refugees from other 
countries, for allowing only 900 of them to enter 
Palestine? 

The policy of the White Paper has indeed reached 
a crisis. We can no longer disregard the imperative 
need to deal with the problem openly and firmly. 
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The measures taken by the Government to put off a 
decision are no longer workable. The situation in 
the Diaspora places the immigration problem on a 
plane far beyond the scope of the White Paper. 


A Survey of the Liberated Jews 


About 750,000 survivors of European Jewry have 
been liberated, and are distributed as follows: Ru- 
mania (including Transylvania) —31,000; Bulgaria 
—45,000; Greece—10,000; part of liberated Po- 
land — 20,000; France — 180,000; Belgium — 22,- 
000; Italy—25,000; Sweden—13,000; Switzerland 
— 26,000; England — 50,000 (refugees); various 
other countries—15,000. 

We cannot yet establish definitely the number of 
survivors in Hungary, Poland, Holland, and other 
German-occupied countries, but it is estimated at 
300,000 to 450,000. That is, in all of Europe, after 
its complete liberation from the Nazis, there will re- 
main from 1,000,000 to 1,200,000 Jews. The Rus- 
sian Jews, the Polish Jewish refugees in Russia, and 
the British Jews are not included in this figure. 

In the present war the Jewish people have suffered 
a higher proportion of casualties than any people i in 
the history of mankind. The number of our victims 
is twenty times that of the recorded losses of the 
British Empire (270,000) on the various fronts and 
at home. Of every six Jews under Nazi rule, five 
were lost; and we know how great is the danger 
threatening those surviving. 

During the four months which have elapsed since 
liberation, conflicting reports have reached us con- 
cerning developments in Europe. Deported Jews 
have returned from Transnistria, from the villages 
and cities of Transylvania and Bulgaria, from hiding- 
places in the mountains of Greece, from cellars and 
caves in French and Belgian cities. They have tra- 
versed the front-lines from Northern to Southern 
Italy. They emerged from the forests and woods to 
Poland, Polesia, and Volhynia. These Jews are 
broken in body and spirit, with nothing but rags on 
their backs; and this is what they found on their 
return “home”: 

1. Not all liberated countries have passed laws 
with regard to the restoration of Jewish property. 
Even the democratic Belgian Government hesitates 
to consider this problem at present. 

2. Even in countries where the restitution of Jew- 
ish property has been officially proclaimed, it has not 
been carried out. In some instances, Jews were met 
with revolvers upon coming to claim their dwellings. 

3. All but the low-paid positions in government 
service are Closed to the Jews. Their former positions 
are filled by non-Jews. Even traditionally “Jewish 
livelihoods” are no longer open. 

4. The legacy of anti-Semitism left by the Ger- 
man hordes is increasing in every country, regardless 
of its present regime. It is alleged that as long as the 
war lasts, the people, poisoned as they are with the 
virus of anti-Semitism, must not be irritated. Even 
Gentiles who did a great deal to rescue Jews from 
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the Nazis do not look with favor upon the appear- 
ance of Jews in non-Jewish districts, 

5. Newly-forméd governments and returning 
governments-in-exile, primarily concerned with the 
millions of “their own” citizens who seek to re-estab- 
lish themselves, are annoyed by the claims of a small 
group of Jews, which seem likely to arouse certain 
evil instincts among the non-Jewish majority. Not 
only friendly Christians, but Jews too urge a policy 
of humble resignation, and deprecate the pressing of 
claims. 

6. From various sources we gather that officials 
formerly active under the Germans, who themselves 
had persecuted and robbed the Jews, have remained 
in their official capacities to this day. These officials 
would like to rid themselves of the Jews, who serve 
as unpleasant reminders of their former misdeeds. 
One need not be surprised, therefore, that Jews are 
being killed even today in liberated Poland, liberated 
Lithuania, and in other countries. 

Details vary, of course. There are deviations from 
the general scheme, some for the better, some worse. 
But this is the over-all picture of the Jewish situation 
in the liberated countries. 


The Dangers of Illusion 


The 750,000 rescued Jews comprise one large 
mass of uprooted, needy people, with no future what- 
ever in the countries where they live, and no one who 
is concerned with them there. 

There is no reason to suppose that the fate of the 
few yet to be liberated will be better than that of the 
Jews already “freed” in Europe. The darkness which 
enveloped the Jews of Europe with the advent of 
Hitler has not yet lifted. The survivors in liberated 
Europe have been rescued from physical destruction, 
but they are not yet free from the danger of decima- 
tion by hunger, illness, and sheer loss of heart. 

Yet, outside Europe, there is again evidence of 
that same unbounded optimism for which we have 
already paid so high a price. We witness the familiar 
phenomenon of disbelief in the sad tidings which 
have begun to reach us now that the first intoxication 
of liberty is dissipated. We see the same distrust to- 
day as in the early days of the Hitler regime which 
people would not take seriously, or the skepticism 
about the early reports of the slaughter-houses at 
Treblinka and Majdanek. We have paid a terrific 
price for this self-deception, in the loss of opportu- 
nities for rescuing thousands of Jews. In spite of our 
bitter experience, we are repeating the fatal error; 
even now we refuse to believe dire reality. 

Even those most kindly disposed towards Jews do 
not wish to believe it. They prefer not to admit that 
such is really the picture of our civilization. During 
my visit in England, about three months ago, I ad- 
dressed a group of English friends on the Jewish sit- 
uation in Europe. I concluded with the plea that the 
remaining Jews in Europe, the last brands saved 
from the fire, be given the opportunity to go to Pal- 
estine. An Englishwoman, a truly noble personality, 
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who devotes her whole life and all her energies to 
her campaign in the English Parliament and in Eng- 
lish society for the rescue of Jews, rose and said: 
“This cannot be permitted. It would be Hitler's 
greatest victory. Such a demand (she said) would be 
concrete proof that not one European people, not a 
single non-Jew is capable of rising above his baser 
instincts; that even now they are not ready to live in 
neighborly kindness with a handful of Jews. This 
would demonstrate the collapse of all moral founda- 
tions. It would be a most dreadful blow to all the 
honorable people still left in the world.” I replied, 
of course, that no one ought to ask us to endanger 
ourselves and sacrifice our “saving remnant” upon 
the altar of Europe’s moral foundations, no matter 
how highly we prize them. Thus, we must know 
that we will encounter misunderstanding not only 
among our enemies, but among our friends as well. 
In order to convince at least our real friends, we 
must first of all ourselves face actuality without any 
illusions. Had the lady I mentioned had the least 
inkling of the fate which awaits the “liberated rem- 
nant,” she would certainly not have asked them to 
remain in “reborn” Europe. 

Illusions and false solutions also endanger our 
position from within. All those who speak of the 
restoration of the Jewish community, who believe in 
“philanthropic” solutions, who carry about with 
them plans for loan funds and “constructive help,” 
who think of rebuilding the devastated little shops, 
who dream about immigration to America or still 
ride in quest of illusory territories and thereby im- 
pair our concerted efforts for the one and only solu- 
tion—do they know to what perils they would ex- 
pose the small number of rescued Jews? Who can 
foresee the anarchy and civil strife that may follow 
the eve of military occupation in Europe? There is 
but one choice for the majority of the rescued Jews 
—disappearance as Jews or migration to Palestine. 

In the face of the present horrible situation shall 
we preach patience? There is no time to wait: In 
the early days of liberation we wondered whether 
Jews would be ready to go to Palestine. Many of 
them had hoped for the opportunity to reconstruct 
their lives in their old homes. Now, we are all aware 
of the real situation in the Diaspora. It is clear that 
there is no question of arousing the desire to emi- 
grate; it is already present. Every attempt to put off 
immigration to Palestine must lead to further embit- 
terment and despair, or to a form of “adjustment” 
under duress, through the complete repudiation of 
the Jewish community. Shall we then, in the light of 
this situation, be resigned to stand like beggars at 
the threshold, and continue negotiations on the basis 
of 1,500 certificates a month? It is essential that we 
say to the nations of the world: “You were unable 
to save from destruction five-sixths of our people in 
Nazi Europe. Give us at least the means to save the 
survivors. Now their fate rests in your own hands— 
not in the hands of the enemy. The right to emi- 
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gration, to transit, to transport facilities, and the keys 
to Palestine—all these are yours to give.” In the face 
of the chaos spreading over Europe, it is imperative 
that we hasten the migration of the rescued. The 
stabilization of present conditions can bring no good 


Jewish Orphans and Zionist Guerrillas 


In planning the transfer of the remnant from 
Europe, we must give special attention to orphaned 
children. In France, alone, they they number 15,000. 
On the Spanish-French border, I met a little girl who 
was in a French monastery during the occupation. 
To my question, concerning the whereabouts of her 
parents, she answered “My mother, like other Jewish 
mothers, committed suicide.” At one time the Ger- 
mans in France did not deport to Poland children 
who had no parents. Many Jewish mothers commit- 
ted suicide then, in order to save their children. 
Among the 22,000 Jews who remained in Belgium, 
there are about 2,600 children who lost their parents. 
Even in the smal! community of Rome, there are 
500 Jewish orphaix. 

We are grateful to the Christian Churches and the 
non-Jewish families who hid and protected tens of 
thousands of Jewish children. But we will not yie':} 
to the desire of the rescuers to withhold its chil- 
dren from the Jewish people. We will not relinquish 
them for assimiliation and conversion. We also op- 
pose any plan to establish orphanges for Jewish 
children in an unfriendly atmosphere in the Dias- 
pora, in towns and cities drained of their Jewish 
population, where from the very outset they will be 
deprived of the sense of belonging. Are we to allow 
these children to remain in those ruins, among the 
graves of millions of Jews, and again breathe the 
poisoned air of the gas chambers? We have decided 
to set aside from 40 to 50 percent of the few thou- 
sand certificates still in our possession for children’s 
immigration. 

We appeal to the Jewish people and the peoples 
of the world for their active help in speedily bring- 
ing Jewish orphans to Palestine. The Jewish Agency 
has already assumed full responsibility and has taken 
the necessary steps in that direction. The Jewish As- 
sembly of Palestine has proclaimed the Yishuv’s 
readiness to assume this obligation. According to 
information from the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency, through the office of Youth Aliyah, a de- 
tailed plan has been mapped out for receiving the 
first 20,000 children. For this purpose large sums 
of money are needed. It is estimated that this will 
call for an initial investment of about $12 million 
and an annual budget of about $8 million—this 
only for the first 20,000. We aspire to a Youth Ali- 
yah four or five times as big as this. 

The 13,000 children who have already arrived 
in Palestine through Youth Aliyah, and become 
loyal, productive citizens of the land, are a guarantee 
of the ability of Palestine to deal successfully with 
the adjustment of orphans. 
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There is another type of Jew in Europe whose 
clamor for immediate immigration we must heed. 
These are the Jews who fought with the Maquis as 
members of the “Fighting Zionist Organization in 
France,” and the Ghetto fighters of Poland. It is not 
mere chance that 180,000 Jews survived in France, 
nor sheer accident that tens of thousands of Jews 
were rescued from Southern Europe. It is owing 
chiefly to the heroes and martyrs of the Jewish un- 
derground that there remain in liberated Europe a 
small number of Jews. Many of our brethren fell 
in guerrilla battles with the Germans, while smug- 
gling groups of Jews over the dangerous roads lead- 
ing to neutral countries, or to relatively safe countries 
within Axis Europe. In all these severe tests people 
of the underground movement have remained loyal 
to Palestine and to Zionism. Now, they are organiz- 
ing youth and adults, and demand entry to Palestine. 
We must repay the debt we owe them. We who are 
in Palestine dare not advise them that rather than 
pressing for early immigration they should, for the 
time being, find satisfaction in cooperating with the 
“forces of tomorrow.” Let us not drive them to the 
embitterment which they will inevitably feel if, at 
the very beginning of the liberation, they become 
convinced that Zionism cannot even effect their 
entry into Palestine. 


Immediate Problems in the Diaspora 


There is no comparison between the tasks con- 
fronting Zionism and the Palestine Yishuv as re- 
gards the Diaspora now, at the end of the second 
World War, and at the close of the First War. Then 
we were but a small group, and we were forced to 
put up with the monopoly of Jewish relief organiza- 
tions over the Jews in the Diaspora. Today we can- 
not and must not allow the Jews of Europe to be 
treated like paupers, whose problem can be solved 
with a bow! of soup, a garment, or medications. The 
Jews in liberated countries must be regarded as part 
of a nation, whose destiny lies in a national life in 
the National Homeland. It is not unlikely that at 
some points in our struggle for such a solution we 
will clash with some of the relief organizations; but 
we have no right to give up our interest in mitigating 
the immediate needs of the Jewish masses in the 
Diaspora. The $4 million which we spent in the 
last two years through the Palestine Rescue Commit- 
tee (half of which was obtained by taxing the 
Yishuv) for relief and rescue work in the Europe; 
the initiative we showed in reaching the needy, while 
stronger and richer Jewish communities were unable 
to do so, give us the right to continue our relief work. 
Therefore the Jewish Agency is demanding the es- 
tablishment of an international Jewish organization 
for relief work, in which all large Jewish bodies such 
as the Agency, the J.D.C., World Jewish Congress, 
the Jewish relief agencies in England, South Africa, 
Australia, etc., will be represented. This central body 
would present to the various Governments and inter- 
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national organizations for help and reconstruction 
(UNRRA, for example) the demands of the Jewish 
people for their share of the help extended to all 
peoples. It would coordinate all relief work con- 
ducted with Jewish means. This united body would 
have to take cognizance of the fact that relief work 
must be directed towards concentrating Jews—not 
dispersing them so that they become exposed to new 
insecurity. 

The Inter-Gdvernmental Committee on Refugees 
has found that most Jewish refugees come under the 
category of irrepatriables—those who cannot be 
brought back to their former countries. Should we 
then urge the Polish Jewish refugees now in Turkes- 
tan to return to a devastated Poland, the bulk of 
whose Jews have been slain? Do we really want 
20,000 Viennese Jews, who trekked to Shanghai, 
sent back to Austria? 

We now know only too well how tightly closed 
all the countries of the world are to the Jews. In 
this world of closed doors we prefer not to exchange 
one exile for another. We will direct our relief work 
during this transition period, and for as long as there 
will be Jews whom we must bring out of the Dias- 
pora, with one dominant aim in view—immigration 
to Palestine. 

The following are the main points in our program 
of relief work in the Diaspora: 1) To assemble and 
concentrate Jewish orphans and care for them; 2) 
To reestablish Jewish schools and Jewish education; 
3) To train Jewish youth for khalutz work; 4) To 
found migration cooperatives and liquidation banks 
for financing emigration; 5) To extend financial aid 
to the needy in the Diaspora. 


Immigrants from Other Countries 


Emigration from liberated Europe alone is not our 
whole program. Our work will be built upon firmer 
foundations if we add a stream of physically and 
mentally fit people, who have not experienced the 
horrors of our time, to the migration of the shattered 
Jews of Europe. 

In this era of mass-slaughter the Jewish people 
were saved by two miracles of modern history: the 
foundation of a Homeland in Palestine and the con- 
centration of six million Jews in America and other 
democratic countries. These communities now com- 
prise nearly two-thirds of world Jewry. The upbuild- 
ing of Palestine cannot be effected without their 
participation, not only financially, but also in body 
and spirit. The type of Zionism which consists of 
“aiding one’s poor brethren in the East,” once preva- 
lent in the Anglo-Saxon countries, is now outdated. 
We must demand a more complete Zionism from 
the Jews of America, England, South Africa. 

There are encouraging signs of such developments 
in the above-mentioned countries. In England dur- 
ing the war, the khalutz movement increased its 
membership from 120 to 1,000—half of whom are 
in agricultural training groups. All-told, the khalutz- 
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minded youth organizations there have over 5,000 
members. Jewish youth is undergoing an awaken- 
ing reminiscent of the early days of the khalutz 
movement in Russia and Germany. They have also 
organized artisans and experts, who plan to immi- 
grate into Palestine. 


The course of khalutz Zionism in England is still 
a rough one—and even more so in America. In order 
to encourage the khalutz movement in the United 
States, the Jewish Agency has decided to earmark the 
sum of $16,000 out of its budget for the revival of 
the khalutz movement in liberated countries for the 
expansion of khalutz training in the United States. 
Some money has also been designated for similar 
work in South America. As soon as normal trans- 
portation connections are re-established, immigration 
certificates will be placed at the disposal of the kha- 
lutzim of the English speaking countries and Latin 
America. 


This year, too, we have given special attention to 
the countries of the Near and Middle East—par- 
ticularly, Yemen in the south, and Turkey in the 
north. The 3,400 immigrants from Yemen who came 
to Palestine in 1943-44 represent the largest group 
ever to leave Yemen in any one year since the be- 
ginning of emigration from that country. About 
2,800 refugees from Yemen have now flocked to 
Aden, where they await immigration opportunities. 
The health situation there is so bad that the J.D.C. 
found it necessary to send a special medical commis- 
sion, which is organizing a camp for 600 Jewish 
refugees in Aden. From the new certificate schedule, 
we are able to allow only 1,000 for refugees from 
Aden. The remaining Yemenite Jews living in Aden 
must wait for the new issue of certificates. In the 
meantime, Yemenite Jews continue their influx into 
Aden. The Jewish situation in Yemen is growing 
worse day by day. Upon us rests the obligation to 
liquidate the exile of this ancient Jewish tribe, which 
now numbers only 35,000 and whose sons in Pales- 
tine have proven themselves in every test. 


The same applies to Turkey. To the 2,000 immi- 
grants from Turkey who came to Palestine in 1942- 
43, 2,100 were added in 1943-44. In this Jewish 
community of 75,000, which for many years was 
isolated from us, there has been awakened a strong 
desire for Palestine, and a flourishing Zionist move- 
ment exists. ; 


The seeds which we have sown elsewhere in the 
Middle East have also taken root, and begin to yield 
their fruit. From Algiers to Persia, there is a marked 
awakening of Zionist feeling. In the year 1943-44 
only 900 immigrants came from these countries, but 
they will bring in their train others left behind. 

In our concern for the Jews of Europe we may 
feel that immigration to Palestine is not an urgent 
matter for the 800,000 in the Middle East. But who 
can foretell what the near future holds in store? It 
may be that Jews in neighboring countries will be 
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faced with new, severe trials, and the urgent need for 
their emigration will become apparent. We must 
overcome difficulties placed in our path in these 
countries by external forces, and also the inner dif- 
ficulties of adjusting our work to the specific condi- 
tions prevailing in those Jewish communities, and 
continue our efforts to educate Diaspora Jewry for 
Palestine. 

Our survey would be incomplete if we were not 
to add to the three Jewish communities mentioned 
(the liberated Europeans, the Jews in English-speak- 
ing countries and Latin America, the Jews of the 
Middle East) also the Jews in the Soviet Union. 
Nothwithstanding certain signs of a changing atti- 
tude towards us on the part of the Soviet Union, we 
have thus far failed to receive permission from the 
Soviet Government to provide for refugees who 
want to go to Palestine. The Soviet Embassy in Eng- 
land officially declared that the Soviet government 
would not interfere with the emigration of Jews from 
countries liberated through the Red Army. But this 
promise does not yet apply to Jewish refugees in the 
Russian area, or in sections annexed to the Soviet 
Union during the war. 

There are now about 200,000 to 250,000 Jewish 
refugees from Poland in Russia most of them in 
Turkestan. It is believed that when an independent 
Poland is established, these Jews will be permitted to 
declare themselves Polish nationals, enabling them 
to return to Poland. 

We must continue our efforts to bring about a full 
understanding our problem by Russia. In the mean- 
time, we must maintain the contacts we have already 
made. 


Missions to the Diaspora 


Various tasks await us in the Diaspora: organizing 
the rescue and immigration of Jews in Europe; gath- 
ering and bringing to Palestine Jewish orphans; local 
aid during the transition period; efforts to bring in 
immigrants from the English-speaking countries; 
aiding immigration from the countries of the Middle 
East. Without special representatives from Palestine, 
this work will not be done. 

Something, to be sure, has already been accom- 
plished. Offices of the Jewish Agency were set up in 
neutral Istanbul, Lisbon, Geneva, Teheran, and 
Stockholm, and our representatives are working ef- 
fectively there. Soon after the liberation of the 
countries of Eastern and Southern Europe, we sent 
representatives of our Immigration Department to 
organize the activity of the Palestine offices. Two 
representatives of the Immigration Department are 
stationed on the road to Bulgaria and Rumania; one 
is now in London em route to France. In the very 
near future, our representatives will go to Italy. Forty- 
two Palestine representatives are working in the 
khalutz movement in the various Diaspora countries. 

Let me mention one instance of heroic activity, the 
full details of which cannot yet be disclosed. Scores 
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of young people from Palestine, men and women, 
greatly endangering their lives, worked their way 
into a number of European countries still under Ger- 
occupation. It can readily be understood that it was 
a source of great encouragement and of extreme prac- 
tical value for the Zionist Underground Movement to 
be able to come into direct contact with comrades 
from Palestine. 

We gather how great is the significance of Zionist 
missions to the Diaspora today from the wave of 
Zionist enthusiasm called forth among Bulgarian 
Jewry by the visit of David Ben Gurion. 

But the scale of our activities to date does not 
measure up to the ever-growing needs. We must 
stand by, ready for the mobilization of our best men 
and women for work in Diaspora countries. This 
work must be done with our own powers. All efforts 
to obtain assistance from international relief bodies 
have so far been of no avail. The hope that our peo- 
ple would be able to work with the relief brigades of 
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UNRRA came to nought. Most European countries 
(with the exception of Greece and Albania) re- 
fused to admit the UNRRA relief brigades. In the 
meantime, there come requests for Palestine repre- 
sentatives from all corners of the Diaspora. We must 
endeavor to comply with these requests at once. 

In the beginning of February, 1945, the first Semi- 
nar Course for workers for the Diaspora will be 
given. In this Seminar, organized by the Immigra- 
tion Department together with the Youth Depart- 
ment of the Jewish Agency and the Jewish National 
Fund, a group of a hundred representatives will be 
trained for work in Southern Europe, Western Eu- 
rope, English-speaking countries, and Latin America. 

The Palestine Yishuv feels deeply that the Jewish 
people is now going through a decisive change. It 
is convinced that at this turning point in our history, 
we must play an important role. History has placed 
upon us a great duty. May we be deserving of the 
privilege! . 


The Jews of Berlin 


by Julius Guttmann 


¢ oe DISCUSSION will deal with the Berlin Jew- 
ish community of modern times. The community 
formed in that city in the Middle Ages had no his- 
toric or cultural significance and left practically no 
trace after the expulsion of 1573. The Jewish com- 
munity founded in Berlin in 1671, after a lapse of 
some one hundred years, had no connection with 
the old community and was far superior to the latter 
in material prosperity and in culture. From the very 
beginning modern Berlin had Jewish merchants who 
contributed greatly toward the economic develop- 
ment of the city and the country, and who occupied 
a prominent position in the trade of Germany gene- 
rally. Among them were also many men of learning. 

Towards the close of the eighteenth century, Ber- 
lin became a great Jewish centre. That was the time 
when the new European culture began to spread 
among the Jews, marking a decisive turn in Jewish 
history, perhaps, the most important since the Second 
Dispersion. Since Germany, alone among the Euro- 
pean countries affected by the new spirit, had a siz- 
able Jewish population, German Jewry played the 
leading part in that historic process. 

Berlin was the first German city whose Jews be- 
came influenced by the spirit of Enlightenment. 
Apart from external factors, this may be explained 
by the peculiar traits of the German Enlightenment 
in Berlin. In contrast to other places, where the 
movement was confined to a small group of scholars 
and officials, in Berlin it was the movement of a wide 
section of the well-to-do middle class, led by a group 
of liberal writers. For that reason the Enlightenment 


of Berlin was imbued with a more liberal spirit, free 
from the influence of the Church and the traditions 
of the universities. The Jewish middle class, which 
had close economic and social ties with the German 
middle class, was susceptible to the ideas preached by 
the Enlightenment, for obvious reasons. Beneath the 
different spiritual currents of the nineteenth century 
which managed to penetrate into the Jewish world, 
there was a steady current of Enlightenment. This 
trend merged even with others opposed to it and 
influenced the whole liberal movement in all its dif- 
ferent forms. Thus evolved the peculiar type of the 
Berlin Jew. Many traits characteristic of the Ber- 
liner, such as clear, sober thinking, graceful move- 
ment, a critical bent, wit, were blended with similar 
characteristics in the Jewish temperament. 

The spiritual leader of Berlin Jewry at that time 
was Moses Mendelssohn, who found his way intu 
German life with an amazing speed. His German 
style was considered by contemporaries as.exemplary, 
and the ideas of the Enlightenment were so harmo- 
niously blended with Jewish elements in his charac- 
ter and in his thinking that the men of his time saw 
in his books the purest expression of their own reli- 
gious and ethical ideals. The number of his follow- 
ers among Jews increased rapidly. A group of schol- 
ars and writers, including the physician Marcus 
Herz, and Lazarus Davidson (Ben-David), a native 
of Berlin, were some of the first to spread Kant's 
philosophy among the educated classes of Germany. 
By the ‘seventies and ‘eighties of the eighteenth cen- 
tury a large percentage of the theatre-goers in Berlin 
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was already Jewish, and by the end of the century 
Schleiermacher remarked, not necessarily as a com- 
pliment, that out of every three or four Jewish busi- 
nessmen there was bound to be at least one Kantian. 


The Jews of Berlin at that time endeavored to give 
Jewish life a form harmonious with the new cultural 
and social conditions then prevailing. The theoretic 
foundation of their programs was provided by Men- 
delssohn in his book Jerusalem. In this, the most 
original of all his works, he managed to deduce from 
a rather paradoxical definition of Judaism certain 
principles which testify to his keen insight and to his 
understanding of the needs of his day. By his views 
on the relation between religion and the state in 
general and on the interrelation of religion and 
politics in Judaism in particular, he justified the par- 
ticipation of Jews in the social and political life 
of their countries’ while his theory on freedom of 
thought in Judaism justified their participation in 
philosophy. These ideas of Mendelssohn’s formed 
the foundation for all Jewish ideologies in the nine- 
teenth century before the nationalist movement. The 
beginnings of modern Jewish education—seeking to 
combine the study of arts and sciences with the study 
of Jewish lore—and also the beginnings of modern 
Hebrew literature, stem from Mendelssohn and his 
circle in Berlin. 


It was natural for Berlin, where Judaism made its 
first attempt to adjust itself to the modern world, to 
be the place where the problems inherent in this 
attempt should first come to the surface. With the 
separation between the functions of the “citizen” 
and the “Jew,” with the latter interpreted in the 
strictly religious sense (now divested of all tradition 
and rapidly becoming a matter of purely rational 
and individual conviction) there followed the logical 
step of embracing non-sectarian “natural” religion, 
and the desire on the part of many Jews to sever all 
ties with Judaism. On the other hand, the romantic 
movement, which rebelled against the rationalism of 
the times, spurned Judaism because of the very 
rationalism Mendelssohn and his disciples attributed 
to it. Thus, both the rationalists and the romantics, 
as a result of the new interpretation of Judaism, 
turned away from it to Christianity. Among the 
latter were Mendelssohn’s two daughters who fell 
under the spell of the Romantic School. We know 
now that Graetz was wrong in speaking of a mass 
conversion of Jews in Berlin in the early nineteenth 
century, but the number of converts was quite large 
in the upper strata. 


Out of Berlin came the movement, also influenced 
by Romanticism, for infusing new life into Judaism 
by the study of its sources. Some of the founders of 
the Society for Jewish Culture and Science, like 
Eduard Gans and Heinrich Heine, adopted Chris- 
tianity, but its influence persisted. Leopold Zunz, 


the famous historian, was one of its founders and its 
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products. The influence of the movement spread be- 
yond the members and direct contacts of the Society. 


* * * 


In 1820 the number of Jews in Berlin was less 
than four thousand. By 1850 it reached more than 
ten thousand, and by the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury Berlin and its suburbs had a Jewish population 
of over one hundred thousand. Jews came to Berlin 
from every part of Germany, especially from Posen 
where Jewish tradition was still alive, but they all 
assimilated into the prevalent Berlin Jewish type. 
The part played by the Jews in the economic and 
cultural growth of the city became more and more 
prominent. Among the many important names, it is 
worth while mentioning at least one—the composer 
Meyerbeer—a native Berliner who attained world 
fame. 

During the liberal period of the sixties and the 
‘seventies the scope of the Jews’ activities widened. 
Among the professions which were then opened to 
the Jews, some, like the legal profession, attracted a 
striking proportion of Jews. In medicine, which had 
always been practiced by Jews, they were now given 
the opportunity to do research with the result that a 
long line of famous Jewish names has become asso- 
ciated with Berlin medicine. On the whole, the 
glorious era of German liberalism was also the glor- 
ious period of Jewish life in Berlin. It was the time 
of the two great leaders of the liberal party in Ger- 
many, both Jews, Lasker and Bamberger, and of 
Ferdinand Lasalle, the founder of the German 
Workers’ Party. The two German Jewish philoso- 
phers, Steinthal and Lazarus, both of Berlin, were 
among the leading figures of the period in the field 
of scholarship. Berthold Auerbach, the poet and 
novelist, whose books, though of short-lived fame, 
exerted a tremendous influence upon the German 
public of that day, lived in Berlin. 

With the growth of Berlin as the Jewish center 
of Germany there were founded there two higher 
institutions of learning—the famous Hochschule 
fuer Juedische Wissenschaft and the Rabbinical Sem- 
inary. The former was founded by Lazarus and 
Steinthal and by the remarkable Solomon Neumann, 
a physician, who pioneered the idea that medicine 
ought to be a social science and was the founder of 
Jewish statistics. 

The original idea was to make the Hochschule 
primarily an institution for study and to recruit 
teachers without regard to their views. But in prac- 
tice it became in time merely a college for reform 
rabbis. It was only in the early twentieth century 
that the possibility gradually developed of realizing 
the original plan of the founders. 

The orthodox Seminary was the work of Rabbi 
Azriel Hildesheimer. Although the orthodox ele- 
ment in Berlin remained a minority from the ’sixties 
on, the Seminary made the city the center of German 
orthodox Judaism. 
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The resurgence of anti-Semitism in the late ‘seven- 
ties failed to retard the progress .of the Jews in the 
general cultural life of Berlin. Otto Brahm was the 
creator of the realistic style in the German theater, 
and was succeeded by Max Reinhardt, who somewhat 
toned down the extreme realism of Brahm. When a 
change took place in theatrical art after the First 
World War, the Jew Leopold Jessner was among the 
creators of the new style. Jewish critics and Jewish 
journalists in Berlin moulded public taste and public 
opinion and enabled Berlin to take the place of 
Vienna as the journalistic capital of the German 
language. The Jewish journalists of Berlin created 
a succinct style which supplanted the polished style 
of Vienna. 

The effects of anti-Semitism on the inner life of 
Berlin Jewry began to show slowly and gradually. It 
is only with the second wave of anti-Semitism, during 
the late ‘eighties and the early ‘nineties, that there 
arose the movements for organization in defense, for 
study, and for the strengthening of ties with other 
Jewries. Berlin became the organizational center of 
Germany Jewry, with large staffs of communal work- 
ers. But the work done there, although thorough and 
serious, was organizational rather than creative and 
was predicated on the ideas and principles evolved 
during the first half of the nineteenth century. Zion- 
ism.was the exception, but Berlin was not its birth- 
place. In Berlin, however, was carried on the most 
vehement debate for and against Zionism, and in 
Berlin also its ideology was studied as thoroughly as 
anywhere. 
' * * * 

By the end of the First World War a new creative 
period set in. Hermann Cohen, the famous neo- 
Kantian philosopher, left his chair at Marburg after 
he reached his seventieth year, a few years before 
the outbreak of the war, to lecture at the Hochschule 
and to work on a philosophic interpretation of Juda- 
ism. This was published as a posthumous work, and 
exerted a tremendous influence on the Jewish intel- 
lectuals in Germany after the war. Franz Rosen- 
zweig, Cohen’s disciple, wrote his Star of Redemp- 
tion, second in importance and influence only to 
Cohen’s own book. 

Hermann Cohen and Franz Rosenzweig con- 
ceived the idea of a Jewish Academy, and it was 
realized after Cohen’s death, with the help of the 
Berlin physician Gustav Bradt. Among its members 
were Albert Einstein; August Wassermann; Otto 
Warburg; Hugo Preuss, the framer of the Weimar 
Constitution; Oskar Wassermann, the well-known 
banker; and many others who spared neither their 
time nor their means for this and for similar projects 
dedicated to the study of Judaism. 

The intensive fermentation within German Jewry 
in the years between the First World War and the 
rise of Hitler achieved its only tangible results in the 
revival of the study of Judaism along new lines, 
which recognized and appreciated the vital inner 
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‘forces motivating its development. Otherwise there . 


were merely gropings into various directions of reli- 
gion and nationalism. Berlin, where lived one third 
of the Jewish population of Germany, was the cen- 
ter of that fermentation. 

There was always contact between the Jewry of 
Berlin and the Jewries of Eastern Europe. Berlin 
Judaism exerted a strong influence on Eastern 
Europe ever since the days of Mendelssohn. On the 
other hand, the constant stream of Jews from Eastern 
Europe, coming on business or to study, had its effect 
cn Berlin Jews. This stream increased after the war 
to such an extent that for a short while Berlin was 
the center of Hebrew literature in the world. 

During the period of the Weimar Republic, Jews 
played an enormous part in the political and cultural 
life of Berlin. Hugo Preuss has been mentioned. 
Walther Rathenau, the first victim of the Nazis, 
brought Germany into the League of Nations. 
During the latter days of the Republic, when there 
were no longer Jews in the highest places, there 
were still many important officials in the Reich who 
were Jews. Einstein and Wasserman lived in Berlin. 
The theater, the arts, literature, journalism—in all 
the Jews were amply represented. Certainly there 
was 0 other city in Europe where the Jews played 
such an important part in the cultural life of the 
community as in Berlin. 

This very fact helped to fan the flames of ever- 
present German anti-Semitism which grew apace 
under the Weimar Republic. In the deep cleavage 
within the German nation which practically rent it 
in two, the Jews stood entirely on one side, many of 
them fighting vehemently for their ideas. 

On the other hand, Jewish life itself was in 
danger of disintegration because of the removal of 
all barriers between Jews and non-Jews. The num- 
ber of intermarriages increased at a rapid rate. 
While one section of German Jewish youth became 
intensely Jewish, another became totally indifferent 
and estranged. The two extreme poles of modern 
Judaism — assimilation and nationalism — reached 
their fullest expression in Germany just before the 
last hours of its Jewish community. 

The terrible test brought on the Jews of Germany 
by the Nazi regime revealed the moral strength 
latent within them. They bore their fate with cour- 
age and dignity. This spirit found its expression in 
an almost symbolic form in the leader of Berlin 
Jewry at the time, Rabbi Leo Baeck. His noble per- 
sonality attained to real greatness when he was 
charged with the difficult historic task, and his name 
will live in Jewish history as one of the greatest men 
of the people. 

No one can tell whether any Jews will be left in 
Berlin after the war and whether there will ever 
be again a Jewish community in Berlin. But the 
Berlin Jewish community of pre-Hitler days is al- 
ready a thing of the past. What this community has 
given to Jewish culture will live on into the future. 
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The Commonwealth in the Making 


by Alexander H. Pekelis 


UR first article* outlined the main features of 
the “political action of the interior” that Jew- 
ish Palestine has pursued in past decades. This policy 
has now led to the creation of a de facto Jewish 
Government in Palestine, which has placed the !ead- 
ers of the international community before the alter- 
native of either recognizing a Jewish Commonwealth 
which, in effect, already exists or attempting its phy- 
ical destruction. This situation has given a peculiar 
meaning to the Jewish clainr for “recognition”—a 
term which in this connection does not mean that the 
United Nations are now confronted with a govern- 
ment, more or less in exile, that needs outside support 
for becoming somebody’s government in fact, but 
with a self-governing society, with hundreds of thou- 
sands of men who have already made use of their 
natural rights to enter into a solemn social compact 
and build a polis of their own. 

This process of Jewish estatification—of the 
achievement of statehood—is, of course, by no means 
terminated and the potentialities of our political ac- 
tion of the interior are even greater than its present 
achievement. Among its objectives there is one the 
political importance of which is often underesti- 
mated. It is the creation of an autonomous system of 
Jewish Law, the mimediate establishment of autono- 
mous Jewish legal institutions. 


The State as the Source of Law 


The orthodox notion of the genetic relation be- 
tween Law and Society, organized in a State, is that 
the State is the source of Law. Nineteenth century 
Europe, with its growth of strong centralized national 
states, quickly mooted Savigny’s dilemma—Legisla- 
tion or legal science?—ard asserted the State’s 
monopoly in the making of Law. In the ensuing 
classical debate on the Rechtsquellen, most conti- 
nental jurists—despite infinite variety in the formu- 
lation and application of their ideas—kept faith to 
the fundamental persuasion that the primary source 
of Law is the Sovereign State. The primacy of State 
over Law was believed to be both logical and chrono- 
logical: unless you had a State you could not con- 
ceivably have a Law of any kind. 

Philosophical and political realism require the in- 
version of this proposition. Both logically and 
chronologically, it is Law that is the source of State 
and Society. Law is a pattern of human behavior and, 
philosophically speaking, it is nothing else than the 
idea that human behavior (both of those who gov- 
ern or administer, and of those who are governed or 
administered) ought to conform to some pattern, 
rather than be entirely capricious and unpredictable. 


* Jewish Frontier, February, 1945. 


Not even the most elementary society, limited to two 
beings, could come into existence unless the partici- 
pants had reached a stage of ethical development in 
which some pattern was recognizable in their wills, 
unless they had achieved the conviction that their 
actions ought to conform to some recognizable order. 
In the words of the Bible, two cannot even “walk 
together except they be agreed” (Amos 3:3). So- 
ciety cannot generate the idea of law in the minds of 
men, for the simple reason that unless the notion of 
orderly action, of a pattern of will and behavior— 
that is to say, the “idea of law’—already exists in 
the minds of men, no Society can subsist among them. 
Men cannot form a community, no matter how 
primitive, unless they have something in common, 
in their actions and reactions. And this very requisite 
of “commonness” presupposes some orderliness, Un- 
less an order, a conformity to at least a rudimentary 
law can be detected in one man’s actions, there is no 
possibility of its being compared with, adjusted to, 
or inserted into the pattern of other men’s actions, 
in order that a community may be formed among 
them. Only from Law can Society be born. 
Politically, the notion of the State’s primacy over 
Law is equally fallacious. It has been one of the 
theoretical factors that have hampered the progress 
of international law. Despite the often expressed 
contrary conviction, the truth is that International 
Law need not and cannot wait for the birth of an 
International State. In fact, such a State can come 
into being only if and when its potential components 
bring about a sufficiently high development of the 
Law of Nations and become convinced that their 
national actions must conform to an international 
pattern. A greater awareness of this truth could 
largely contribute to ideological clarity on the issues 
involved in the growth of international law and free 
international law scholars from their present poor- 
relatives complex. Similarly, if the existence of a 
political commonwealth is, at least to some extent, a 
state of mind, greater self-awareness could do much 
to speed the growth of the Jewish Commonwealth. 


Jewish Law and Jewish State 


The Jews should be the last people to believe in 
the primacy of State over Law, or in the dogma that 
the State is the mecessary source of Law. If, to prove 
the contrary, the historical evidence of the existence 
of a People deprived of a State but endowed with a 
Law were needed, many centuries of Jewish history 
could be offered as an example. Jewish Law—with- 
out the paraphernalia of State power—has kept to- 
gether the Jewish people, preserved its individuality, 
and made its present attempt at Statehood possible. 
This source of Jewish personality and of Jewish unity 
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should not be neglected today, lest a powerful source 
of the estatification process be impaired. 

More than any other group of Jews, those of 
Palestine should be and, in fact, are free from the 
fallacious belief in the primacy of the State or any 
other political community over the free agreement 
of people. Observations which have been made 
about the fundamental political beliefs and institu- 
tions of frontier Americans could equally well be 
applied to the Jewish frontier. R. B. Marcy’s instruc- 
tions to The Prairie Traveller state that “their first 
business should be to organize themselves into a com- 
pany and elect a commander’—to convert them- 
selves, as Ralph Barton Perry says, at once from a 
mere aggregation of chance arrivals into a political 
and legal entity. Arthur Ruppin makes a similar 
observation regarding the Palestine frontier, when 
he says that the early settlers were confronted with 
the alternative of “settlement in groups or no 
settlement at all.” One need not subscribe to Tur- 
ner’s theory as a whole—and even less to the fre- 
quent overworking of the “frontier explanation” by 
some American historians—to recognize that the 
Jewish frontier has created a number of political at- 
titudes which we have long known prevailed among 
early American settlers. Who knows, indeed, 
whether the agreements that led to the foundation of 
Kvutza Dagania may not one day be hailed as the 
Mayflower Compact of a New Commonwealth. Pal- 
estinian settlers—no less than their American fore- 
runners—have always been ready to resort to free 
association to meet the needs of the moment. 

“The notion that social institutions are prior to 
individuals, being impersonal organisms or products 
of immemorial growth, could have no relevance to 
this practice’—is another statement written about 
the American frontier and applicable to the Jewish 
pioneers. The Jewish conception of society is that of 
a man-made society, of a planned society, erected and 
maintained by men for men, of an organization 
rather than of an organism. From the Book of Sam- 
uel to Franz Oppenheimer’s plan for Merkhavia, the 
line is unmistakably plain, and reveals both the re- 
liance on a conscious, planned human effort, and the 
belief that agreement, social compact, and law ante- 
date society and state. Jewish Palestine would be 
less than faithful to itself and to Jewish tradition if it 
did not attempt to bring about an immediate revival 
and development of a Jewish Law regardless of 
whether or not an official Jewish State is at once 
created. 


Renaissance of Jewish Law: the Basic End 


In the most tragic hours, Jewish leaders, the doc- 
tors of the Law, have seen in a Revival of Legal 
Studies the anchor of the People’s survival. Today, 
too, this Revival must be invoked in order to secure 
an expansion of the Jewish Commonwealth, its 
greater internal cohesion, its genuine independence, 
and to arm it against the day of its inevitable recog- 
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nition, as well as for the coming centuries of Jewish 
freedom. 

The main lines of this Revival are set by the his- 
tory and the present situation of the Jewish people in 
Palestine. The Jewish Law of the future must be 
deeply rooted in the Jewish Law of the past. Indeed, 
it must form an indestructible unity, the powerful 
source of the “transcendental unity” of Jewish past 
and Jewish future. It must at the same time recog- 
nize the ethical bases of the advanced modern po- 
litical and social conceptions common to the large 
pioneer element among Palestinian Jewry. 


The problem before the Jewish people, is indeed, 
a momentous one: to reconcile the immutability of 
the basic truths of Revealed Law with the eternal 
progression of Life; to bridge the gap, created by cen- 
turies of Ghetto existence, between legal abstraction 
and living law; to reestablish the harmonious con- 
sistency of the totality of Jewish law with a dynamic 
conception of society and with that Messianic idea 
of history which is the common foundation of Is- 
rael’s traditions and of its contemporary aspirations 
towards a Cooperative Commonwealth. 


Jewish Tradition is not a recital of the past or a 
spiritual strait-jacket for a chain of generations: it is 
a means of advancement, a seed of the future, an 
instrument of freedom. 


The Available Means: A Court and a 
Restatement of Jewish Law 


The Jewish Legal Renaissance can be achieved 
through the simultaneous utilization of two funda- 
mental devices, neither of which presupposes the 
existence of an officially recognized state and both 
of which would further the process of Jewish estatifi- 
cation. The first of them is the creation in Palestine 
of a Central Arbitration Court of Jewish Law; the 
second, Restatement of Jewish Law. Before we dis- 
cuss the implementation of these two devices we must 
emphasize that they are complementary in nature. 
The arbitration tribunal will perform its true func- 
tion and become a genuine Court of Jewish Law only 
if strives not simply for an isolated solution of the 
individual controversy, nor merely towards the ad- 
justment of the rights of individual litigants. It must 
also attempt always to adjust such controversies on 
the basis of a maxim capable of becoming a law. A 
private arbitrator grows in stature and becomes a 
political figure, a member of the judicial branch of a 
de facto government, only if he is guided by consid- 
erations of common welfare rather than of transient 
expediency; when he asks himself not simply what 
is the best solution of the individual contest before 
him, but what is the general rule through the applica- 
tion of which that individual contest could best be 
solved; when he acts on the basis of a rule that he 
would have adopted if he had been legislating in the 
subject matter; when he thus contributes the creation 
of a body of Jewish judge-made law, resulting from 
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the reaction of a thoughtful Jewish judicial mind to 
the present realities of a living Jewish community. 

Such results will never be achieved unless this 
gtowing Jewish jurisprudence is enabled to draw its 
inspiration from the work of a body of students en- 
gaged in the attempt of a modern reformulation, a 
modern restatement of traditional Jewish Law. In 
turn, these scholars should not be allowed to confine 
themselves to the ivory tower of a self contained and 
self sufficient law, and to become engrossed in tempt- 
ing games of abstract logic, in the niceties of con- 
struction, the intellectual delight of resolving am- 
biguities. They must work in the midst of their land 
and in the midst of their people, in close contact with 
the Arbitration Court, as its members and counsel- 
lors and advisers. They must constantly check the 
traditional rule against the peculiarities of individual 
cases and the needs of a modern community. They 
imust decide those cases and adjust those needs, on 
the other hand, with reference to the framework of 
pasic Jewish ethical and legal principles, governing 
the rights of a community and the dignity of an 
individual. 


A Summary of Objections 


This scheme, which would promote, through the 
dual device of Arbitration and Restatement of Law, 
a Jewish legal renaissance regardless of whether or 
not an official Jewish State is at once created, may 
appear open to many objections. They can be grouped 
in four main categories. 


1. Enforcement 


In the first place, it may be remarked that a Jewish 
Arbitration Court would have to rely upon the vol- 
untary submission and spontaneous performance of 
interested parties, for in the absence of an official 
coerceive power it would be unable to secure en- 
forcement of its awards; that a number of arbitration 
tribunals already exist, but do not flourish, in Pales- 
tine; that the more ambitious political and juridical 
purposes assigned to the Central Arbitration Court 
are more likely to detract from, than add to, its pres- 
tige and popularity among litigants, who generally 
seek in an arbitration tribunal an equitable, speedy, 
and business-like solution of their difficulties and 
would rightly be afraid of a Court preoccupied with 
general welfare considerations, or inclined to evolve 
subtle, legal, or even worse, “talmudical” distinc- 
tions. In sum, it may be contended that a Jewish 
Court could be created in the interest of the com- 
munity as a whole only if it had the backing of a 
Jewish State, endowed with the coercive powers that 
constitute the basis of every governmental organiza- 
tion. This alone could compel the individual parties 
to a dispute to go through the cumbersome legalistic 
process of litigation. No legal renaissance can be 
expected from a Court which would unite the un- 
popular features of official procedure with the pow- 
erlessness of a friendly arbitration. 
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2. The Need for Legal Certainty 


In the second place, it could be argued that even 
if a Jewish State were created at once, it would be 
dangerous or, at least, inappropriate to leave the 
solution of individual disputes to tribunals and courts 
not guided by a well-established and, possibly, codi- 
fied system of rules, statutory in nature; that justice, 
the prime foundation of every state, would be ill- 
assured, if, instead of offering to the litigants the 
rock-bottom certainy of a rule of law, the new state, 
abandoning the Rechstaat ideal, invited them to 
tread on the shifting sands of individual judicial 
discretion and to appear before magistrates who, 
instead of being the mere voices of an objective law, 
would be legislators and judges at the same time, 
open to group pressures and individual bias. 


3. Talmud and Kvutzot? 


In the third place, the objection could be voiced 
that the reconciliation of the past and future in a 
modern restatement of traditional Jewish Law is 
but an empty formula, easy to announce but impos- 
sibue to give substance to; that it can result only in 
a hybrid compromise that would be repudiated both 
by orthodox and progressive groups. The former 
would indeed have to condemn every deviation, no 
matter how slight, from the revealed Law or the 
tradition based on it; and on the other hand, pro- 
gressive legal and social thinkers could not conceive 
for a second that the new commonwealth should be 
entangled in, and handicapped by, the tight net of 
rigid talmudic prescriptions which generations of en- 
lightenment and political Zionism have escaped. 


4. And the Arabs? 

Finally, it is possible that doubts may arise as to 
the wisdom of emphasizing the traditional,religious- 
Jewish flavor of the laws of a commonwealth that 
seems destined to include a number of widely dif- 
ferent ethnic and religious groups; that the theocratic 
aspects of a legal system that would claim to be rooted 
in a religious tradition would foment rather than ap- 
pease the fanatic rebellion of groups that do not 
happen to belong to that tradition; and that a net 
separation of things governmental and secular from 
things ethnic and religious can better serve the pur- 
pose of uniting a country in which many ethnic and 
religious groups must live and prosper together. 


I shall try to deal with these objections in subse- 
quent articles. But I must honestly warn the read- 
ers not to expect any logical magic that would do 
away with the difficulties I have tried to list here. 
Candor requires me to state that these are valid— 
although not insuperable—objections. They can be 
overcome—in life, not just on paper. But it is only 
by being constantly alive to their intrinsic validity 
that the workers for the Renaissance of Jewish Law 
and the builders of a Jewish Society will reach that 
higher level of thought and action on which alone 
the difficulties outlined can be resolved. 
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Visit to Argentine Jewry 


by Michael Traub 


ORE than four centuries have passed since the 

first Jewish refugees fled the Catholic Inquisi- 
uon in Europe to seek refuge in the new countries 
vf South America, and established south of the Equa- 
tor the first Jewish communities on the American 
continent. History repeats itself. For the last fifty 
years thousands of stricken Jews in Europe have 
turned to the countries of South America for refuge 
and asylum. In recent years, particularly since 1939, 
restrictions against immigration have become in- 
creasingly stringent and the hopes of many potential 
Jewish immigrants were frustrated. Nevertheless, 
since 1890 a great Jewish community, numbering 
half a million people, has gradually arisen on the 
South American continent. 

It was therefore with a sense of keen anticipation 
that I set off from Miami on a four and a half days’ 
flight along the West coast and over the range of the 
Andes to Buenos Aires. My arrival, in April, 1944, co- 
incidéd with a period of heightened political tension. 
The Farrell Government had established itself some 
months earlier and was introducing marked admin- 
istrative and political changes in the country. The 
impact of European developments had widespread 
repercussions both in foreign policy and domestic 
affairs, and an. atmosphere of political uncertainty 
and uneasiness prevailed. 

It is obvious that this development had noticeable 
effects on Jewish life. Despite the fact that no spe- 
cific anti-Jewish legislation had been introduced, the 
new political development has cast its shadow over 
Jewish life. Once again the unique vulnerability of 
the Jewish social and economic structure made itself 
manifest in the new environment of a young and 
thriving community. 


Jewish Population of Argentina 


Argentinian Jewry is undoubtedly destined to play 
an increasingly significant role on the Jewish scene. 
In the face of the destruction of European Jewish 
communities, the large concentration of Jews in the 
Republic of Argentine is challenged to take up re- 
sponsibilities in keeping with its cultural and material 
resources and commensurate with its numerical 
strength. 

In the absence of official census data, it was difficult 
to ascertain the real size of the Jewish population of 
Argentine; estimates vary from 280,000 to 400,000. 
However, the following figures, based on estimates 
of annual Jewish immigration and natural increase, 
lead to the conclusion that the present Jewish popu- 
lation is approximately 325,000. 

In 1889, when Moisesville, the first Jewish agri- 
cultural settlement, was established, the Jewish popu- 
lation of Argentina numbered approximately 1,500. 


According to available figures, 104,000 Jews im- 
migrated to Argentina from 1889 to 1919; 80,000 
from 1920 to 1932; and close to 40,000 from 1933 
to the end of 1943.’ The total Jewish immigration 
between 1889 and 1943 accordingly amounted to 
224,000.” The natural increase, which reached close 
to 5,000 in 1943, accounted for 21,650 up to 1919 
and for 81,000 from 1920 to 1943.’ 

As far as the distribution of the Jewish population 
throughout the country is concerned, there were, ac- 
cording to a recent survey, approximately 175,000 
in Buenos Aires, 10,000 in Rosario, 6,000 in Cord- 
oba, 4,000 in Santa Fe, 3,000 in Bahia Blanca, 2,500 
in Tucuman, 2,200 in Mendoza, 2,000 in Parana. 
The rest live spread throughout the country in 
smaller communities and in rural areas. 

The Jewish population includes approximately 
40,000 Jews who immigrated since 1933 chiefly 
from Central European countries, and close to 40,000 
Sefardim. The latter, a wealthy and prosperous sec- 
tion of the Jewish community, fall into four dis- 
tinct groups: some 10,000 originally from Aleppo 
and 15,000 from Damascus whose home language is 
Arabic; a group of 3,000 from Morocco and Turkey 
and one of 10,000 from the Balkans and Palestine 
whose home language is Spanish (Ladino). 

In this connection it should be mentioned that 
while the large majority of Jews, who immigrated 
from Eastern Europe, speak Yiddish, and the above 
mentioned groups as well as more recent immigrants 
use a variety of home languages, Spanish is under- 
stood and increasingly spoken by the bulk of the 
Jewish population. This applies, to a smaller degree, 
also to the Jewish agricultural settlements. 


The ICA Colonies 

The origin of the Jewish community of Argentina 
will be for all time associated with the name of 
Baron Maurice de Hirsch who, in establishing the 
Jewish Colonization Association (ICA), laid the 
foundation of Jewish settlement in Argentina. Pro- 
foundly distressed by the sufferings of the Jews in 
Russia, he conceived the idea that by settling them 
on the land of the expanding free Republic of Ar- 
gentina he would reshape them into a community, 
secure in its freedom and in its “normal” occupational 
distribution. In the earlier stages of his scheme he 
planned to settle 25,000 Jews there annually and to 





1Indicative of the increasingly restrictive nature of recent immi- 
gration procedure, are the following figures: 1939—4,300; 1940— 
2,500; 1941—2,200; 1942—1,300; 1943—524. 

2All of the above-mentioned figures are subject to the reservation 
that the classification of immigrants by religion was only introduced 
in 1920, and even then was not made obligatory for a number of 
years. On the other hand, there are no figures available relating to 
the number of Jews who emigrated from Argentina to other 
countries. 

*Cf. Simon Weill, “Poblacion Israelita en la Republica Argen- 
tina,” 1936. 
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reach within forty years a total of one million or 
more Jewish farmers in Argentina, “Jewish life can 
be normalized from A to Z, from Argentina to Zion” 
—but not necessarily in Zion—was the slogan of 
Baron de Hirsch in his great endeavor. 

Nowhere were conditions for “normalization” so 
favorable as in Argentina. Initial hesitations on the 
part of the Argentinian Government were quickly 
overcome; there were no immigration restrictions 
whatsoever and the government welcomed agricul- 
tural colonization of its vast and under-populated 
country; land was available in huge compact areas 
and land prices were low; there were no Arabs or 
other concentrations of indigenous population hostile 
to the influx of new settlers; the human material 
provided by the settlers, who came chiefly from the 
agricultural areas of South Russia, was exceptionally 
good; and, last but not least, Baron de Hirsch placed 
ten million pounds at the disposal of the ICA—a tre- 
mendous sum in the nineties of the last century. 

I was anxious during my stay in Argentina to 
ascertain the results achieved by the great coloniza- 
tion experiment. There are seventeen ICA colonies 
distributed among five provinces. According to ICA 
statistics there were, in 1943, 3,397 colonists, who, 
together with their dependents, comprised 3,685 
families and 16,338 people. In addition, there were 
1,712 families comprising a total of 9,071 people 
resident in the colonies as artisans, tradesmen, shop- 
keepers, professionals, etc., the so-called “urban” sec- 
tion of the population of the colonies; and 150 Jew- 
ish agricultural families comprising 901 persons 
resident on the colonies but not colonists proper. Al- 
together, the total population of these ICA colonies 
amounted to 5,547 families comprising 26,310 per- 
sons in 1943. Official ICA statistics add to this total 
approximately 17,000 people who form the popula- 
tion of the seventeen rural hamlets around which the 
seventeen “colonies” are clustered. 


Population trends in the ICA colonies in Argen- 
tina may be gauged by the fact that in 1927 the agri- 
cultural population proper had reached the number 
of 3,597 families totalling 20,142 persons. Although 
several hundred Jewish families from Central Euro- 
pean countries were settled in the ICA colonies after 
1933, the total agricultural Jewish population of 
these colonies had diminished. In this connection it 
is pertinent to observe that on my visit to Moisesville, 
the oldest and one of the best established of the ICA- 
colonies, I ascertained that out of the 639 colonists 
over 200 had left their campos (farms) and now re- 
side either in the so-called villages or hamlets or 
further afield in proper urban centers like Cordoba, 
Rosario, and even Buenos Aires. The actual number 
of colonists living on the land in the colony of Moises- 
ville is, according to my informants, not 639 but 


““Colonists,” in this context refers to farmers who either occupy 
ICA land under a contract or have already paid up the purchase 
price under such a contract. Two or more families may be living on 
one such homestead, 
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approximately 450. I am not in a position to give 
similar estimates for other ICA colonies, where the 
proportion of absentee colonists may well be smaller, 
but on the whole I gained the impression that the 
real number of Jewish colonists living on their 
campos is smaller than indicated above. 

But whether the number of agricultural families 
living on the land amounts to 3,400 or less, one 
thing became clear: after half a century of ICA col- 
onization the total number of Jewish farmers and 
farm workers has not reached even the goal of the 
5,000 families Baron de Hirsch wanted to settle on 
the land during the first year of the operation of his 
scheme. The proud dream of the ‘great Jew who 
believed in the possibility of the normalization of 
Jewish life from A to Z did not materialize. Involun- 
trarily the conversation between Baron de Hirsch and 
Theodor Herzl in 1896 flashed to my mind. “You 
have such fantastic ideas,” said Hirsch to Herzl, after 
he had heard the Zionist leader expound his plans 
for the colonization of Palestine. Now, fifty years 
later, history has vindicated the “fantastic ideas” of 
Herzi, the visionary, and has frustrated the carefully 
drawn plans of Baron de Hirsch, the realist. 

In Argentina, as in other countries where terri- 
torialist settlement projects were attempted, the fail- 
ure of the colonization scheme has in the final anal- 
ysis been due not so much to the difficulties of soil, 
climate, and environment as to the lack of that incen- 
tive and national ideal which imparts its unique char- 
acter to Jewish agriculture in Palestine and made it 
the basis of the regenerated National Home. 

It would, however, be mistaken to under-estimate 
the great importance of the ICA colonies in the de- 
velopment of the Jewish community in Argentina. 
Although their present state falls far short of what 
Baron de Hirsch visualized, they have nevertheless 
permeated Argentinian Jewry with the tradition of 
a great ideal. Respect for manual labor and a tra- 
ditional love for the soil derived from the colonies. 
From them, too, radiated a positive force which nur- 
tured Jewish culture throughout the country. A 
significant proportion of the present-day leaders of 
Jewish communal and political life were born and 
reared in the colonies, and their continued adherence 
to Jewish national ideals finds its origin in the cul- 
tural environment of their youth. 

My own visits to the colonies convinced me of the 
beneficial influence exerted by the colonies on Jewish 
life in Argentina, but at the same time filled me with 
forebodings as to future developments. An encour- 
aging feature is the marked development of a great 
nymber of producers’, consumers’ and credit co-opera- 
tives in the colonies, which has stimulated the co- 
operative movement among Jews in the larger urban 
centers. I was agreeably surprised to find that there 
are 118 Jewish societies in the colonies, ranging from 
synagogues, khevra kadishas, Zionist organizations, 
libraries, and other cultural agencies to various ath- 
letic and sport clubs, with a total membership of 
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10,272 people. Moisesville on a Sabbath presented a 
picture of a typical Jewish small town of Eastern 
Europe, with its four synagogues, its people strolling 
in the streets, its children playing on the boulevard, 
and the prevalent atmosphere of calm and rest. On 
the other hand, I was informed that the number of 
non-Jewish residents in the colonies (400 in the 
village of Moisesville proper) is increasing, that 
several campos have been sold to non-Jews, and that 
Jewish culture and education are weakening. Most 
disquieting is the fact that the total number of Jewish 
children in ICA colonies attending any form of Jew- 
ish school or classes was only 687 in 1943 (in 1942 
it was still 819). In general, I believe it true to say 
that neither the economic opportunities nor the 
amenities of life in the colonies are adequate to coun- 
teract the drift of a large part of the younger genera- 
tion to the urban centers of Argentina and especially 
to Buenos Aires. As Jewish labor is seldom available, 
a number of colonists hire non-Jewish peons, who 
live, sometimes with their families, on the Jewish 
campos.’ The colonists themselves live in the villages 
and visit their farms regularly to supervise the work. 

Summing up, it may be said that although the ICA 
colonies have played a most significant role in the 
history of Argentinian Jewry, the brave attempt of 
Baron de Hirsch to revolutionize Jewish life by nor- 
malizing the social structure of the Jewish population 
failed. There is a profound significance in the fact 
that the ICA colonists are deeply attached to Zionism, 
not only contributing financially to Zionist funds 
but also displaying a fervent longing for the Jewish 
National Home. 


Occupational Structure 


Of 325,000 Jews in Argentina, approximately 
16,000 (including dependents) derive their liveli- 
hood from agricultural work in the ICA colonies. As 
the number of farmers in Argentina outside of ICA 
colonies is negligible, the percentage of Jews engaged 
in agriculture is roughly 5%. For the rest, the Jew- 
ish population is occupationally as unevenly dis- 
tributed in Argentina as elsewhere in the Diaspora. 
The last available occupational statistics, compiled 
shortly after the war, reveal the following distribu- 
tion: 38%, small commercial enterprises and ped- 
dlers; 18%, shopkeepers; 14%, mixed category of 
wholesalers, rentiers, and professionals; 23%, indus- 
try and handicraft; 7%, agriculture. Although these 
figures are out of date and the method of classifica- 
tion adopted is unsatisfactory, they still reflect the 
main characteristics of the Jewish economy in Argen- 
tina. According to my own observations, the partici- 
pation of Jews in industry has increased noticeably 
during the war due to the expanded war production 
of the country. A considerable number of Jews are 
workers in various industries, most particularly in 
the textile, leather, and furniture industries. 





"I have been informed that in the agricultural sector of Moises- 
ville there are some 700 to 800 non-Jews. 
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A marked feature of Jewish economic life is still 
the peddler who sells his goods on installments and 
operates through one of the large co-operatives in 
Buenos Aires or in one of the other urban centers. 
A number of Jews are engaged in the rapidly expand- 
ing export trade, while thousands earn their living 
as shopkeepers. In Argentine, as in other countries 
of the Diaspora, Jewish economy is characterized by 
a disproportionate dependence on commerce. 

Within this context, it is appropriate to note that 
Argentina has benefited economically from its “neu- 
trality,” and evidence of war-time prosperity is very 
apparent. It is obvious that Jews have participated 
in this general development. 


Cultural Activities 


Argentinian Jewry grew rapidly. In 1889 there 
were 1,500 Jews in Argentina; 69,000 in 1910; 
111,000 in 1914; 237,000 in 1933; 325,000 in 
1944. The rapidity of this growth and the disparate- 
ness of the various waves of immigration have so 
far prevented the crystallization of a specific Jewish 
culture in Argentina, so that the general cultural 
outlines of the Jewish community have remained 
fluid. Nevertheless I was deeply impressed to find 
evidence of a variety of intensive cultural activities 
which find expression in two languages, Spanish and 
Yiddish. 

There are three Yiddish dailies in Buenos Aires, 
together with a number of Yiddish and Spanish 
weeklies, This press enjoys the services of a number 
of remarkably able journalists, and has great poten- 
tialities. It exercises a marked influence on Jewish 
political thought and succeeds to a large extent in 
keeping Argentinian Jewry abreast of current events 
in Jewish life abroad. As far as I could ascertain the 
whole Jewish Press in Argentina is pro-Zionist. 


A great number of books dealing with Jewish 
matters in Yiddish and Spanish are published, and 
the elaborate annual reports of a variety of societies 
and organizations contain much interesting material 
relating to Jewish life in Argentina. A veritable 
mine of information are the special anniversary issues 
which have been published by the two more im- 
portant Yiddish dailies. 

Despite all the undoubted manifestations of a 
vigorous cultural life, one cannot view the future 
cultural development of Argentinian Jewry without 
serious misgivings. The most disquieting feature 
within the structure, is the inadequacy of the Jewish 
educational system. Apparently, only about 4,000 
attend Jewish schools in Buenos Aires. At a rough 
estimate, this amounts to approximately 15% of 
school-age Jewish children, a percentage which seem- 
ingly reflects the educational position throughout 
the country. 


Questions of community organization and Zionist 
activity are not touched om here because the author 
intends to deal with them at a later date.—ED. 
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On Assimilation: Neither Salvation nor Safety 
by Ben Halpern 


I 


F ioc are very few persons, even among the 
Jews, in this country who have any real conception 
of the mood of, surviving European Jewries. We 
know in a general way that they must be suffering 
greatly from their destitute condition, and that their 
health must be desperately poor, that they need every 
kind of material aid, and that undoubtedly they are 
still mentally depressed and disorganized as a result 
of the cruel treatment they have experienced. But 
we are still capable of being shocked, we are still 
taken completely by surprise, when we hear that 
among a significant proportion of the surviving Jews 
in Europe there is a marked tendency to seek, through 
conversion to Catholicism or some other Christian 
faith, not salvation, but safety, for themselves and 
for their children. 

The suggestion made by Varian Fry in this issue of 
Jewish Frontier,* that Jews should seek a “short-run” 
solution of their problem in assimilation, will there- 
fore seem to many readers, thinking in terms of 
American conditions, like merely one more of the 
hasty, ill-considered, and somewhat peevish outbursts 
we hear from time to time, when well- or ill-meaning 
Gentiles become exasperated by the complexities of 
the Jewish problem. His im;lication that wherever 
Jews exist as an identifiable group they are doomed 
to persecution and exile, will be rejected by American 
readers as extreme and unfounded misanthropy. His 
naive suggestion that, if we wished to attempt it, it 
would be possible over a brief period to submerge 
entire Jewries by assimilation, will be resented, as 
such callow generalizations always are; for they im- 
ply not only a certain contempt for the values (still 
precious to very many Jews) of Jewish group exist- 
ence, but also a complete failure to analyze the actual 
Jewish situation. 

It really is extraordinary how light-heartedly 
otherwise serious-minded people recommend to the 
Jews speedy assimilation—a “solution” of the Jewish 
problem which among its other defects, happens to 
be impossible. Perhaps “impossible” is too strong a 
word. Thorough and rapid assimilation of the Jews 
is not altogether impossible, of course; but it dces 
require certain very rigorous conditions. It is highly 
questionable whether most advocates of assimilation 
have ever considered what those pre-conditions are. 


II 


One way of achieving speedy assimilation would 
be that of Ferdinand and Isabella in the Catholic 
Spain of 1492: giving the Jews the choice between 
conversion and expulsion—or, more effectively, 
death. The Jews who remained would be assimilated. 


* See p. 40ff. 


The occasional backslidings and the survivals of Jew- 
ish rites which history records among the Marranos 
do not detract from the over-all effectiveness of this 
Draconian method. In a more refined form, a simi- 
lar idea was once half-seriously pondered by the 
young, pre-Zionist Herzl. He suggested that Jewish 
parents, without having to pretend for themselves a 
conversion which was not genuine, could solve the 
Jewish problem, if they would all baptize their chil- 
dren before the youngsters were old enough to exer- 
cise independent judgment. 

The same effect cannot be achieved by half- 
hearted measures. Among certain anti-Zionist Jew- 
ish groups in this country, who perpetually insist that 
the Jews are not an ethnic but a religious entity, there 
is rather pathetic yearning for the development of a 
world religion. This would supposedly relieve the 
persons in question of being distinguished from Gen- 
tiles even as members of a religious entity, without 
having to perform the specific act of conversion. But 
already, the doctrinal (and almost equally the ritual ) 
differences between such Jews and, let us say, Uni- 
tarians or Universalists are practically non-existent. 
Yet this is not enough to permit intermarriage and 
free social migration between the two groups. Only 
the specific act of mass conversion, even in this case, 
might make possible the social submergence of one 
group in the other. Even a merger of the two sides 
in a new church would have to be specifically com- 
pacted, but at the cost of severing the social ties of 
each partner in the transaction with the respective 
Jewish or Christian communities. And that would 
not bring about the assimilation even of the merged 
groups, let alone of all the Jews. Only outright 
and universal conversion could accomplish that end 
in any “Christian civilization.” 

Ill 


The rapid assimilation of Jews might also be pos- 
sible in a non-religious mélieu; but again only under 
rather specific conditions. 

The first condition would be the fostering of an 
avowedly non-religious element in the population, 
until it grew sufficiently large and representative to 
be more than merely a marginal group. The mere 
separation of church and state and the wide dissemi- 
nation of “scientific” views are not enough to pro- 
duce such a group. We have seen in this country that 
notwithstanding the effects of both factors men- 
tioned above, religious traditions maintain a notice- 
able hold on the people—and we still have a “Chris- 
tian civilization.” The non-religious demi-mondes, 
where unbelievers of both Jewish and Christian 
original mingle, can serve to “assimilate” only an in- 
significant fraction of the Jews. If the job is to be done 
completely through a secularist medium, the expan- 
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sion of the agnostic fringe would have to be “fos- 
tered” by rather drastic means. Even the govern- 
mentally encouraged and state-abetted anti-religious 
(both anti-Jewish and anti-Christian) campaigns 
and organizations of pre-war Soviet Russia did not 
succeed in doing a really thorough job. Yet the les- 
sons of Soviet experience indicate certain lines along 
which the problem of the relatively rapid assimila- 
tion of the Jews might be approached, by any ruler 
powerful enough and sufficiently interested to do 
the job. 

Other pressures would also have to be applied if 
the assimilation of the Jews were to be accomplished 
with the postulated speed. It is not enough to provide 
a neutral ground of sufficient extent upon which Jews 
and non-Jews could meet and merge. It would also 
be necessary to herd them into the assimilation zone. 
Obviously this implies first of all—in addition to the 
vigorous prosecution of an anti-religious campaign 
—strong measures to repress the prejudices and 
scruples of both Gentiles and Jews about entering 
into relations of the requisite degree of intimacy with 
one another. But it also calls for a thorough and 
purposive redistribution of the Jews among the 
Gentiles, geographically, occupationally, and socially. 


The mere opening up of careers to Jewish talent 
does not make for rapid assimilation. If allowed 
freedom to choose the location, type of work, and 
social position, to which they themselves would as- 
pire, Jews have shown that they will tend to con- 
centrate in large cities, gravitate toward a certain 
group of occupations requiring specific skills and 
aptitudes, and find their niche in a relatively re- 
stricted and superior range of social positions. The 
result, a tendency to the concentration of Jews in 
residence, occupation, and social position, does not 
promise a speedy merging with the non-Jewish 
population—certainly not with a broad and repre- 
sentative cross-section of Gentiles. If one is seriously 
interested in rapid assimilation, he would have to 
favor a rigidly directed program of retraining and 
redistributing Jews, in accordance with scatter dia- 
grams of mathematical precision. This would also 
mean that the acceptance of Jews would have to be 
forced not upon a relatively sophisticated and de- 
tached portion of the population—the urban, indus- 
trialized and bureaucratized elite—but upon peasants 
and miners; laborers and clerks, over the whole length 
and breadth of the land. 


IV 


I have taken the trouble to paint this picture in 
some detail not merely as an exercise in the fantastic 
and repulsive. Ordinarily, one might even regard it 
as indelicate to probe into the surrealist meanings 
which would rise to the surface, if we were to take 
seriously every suggestion, by a well-or ill-meaning 
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Gentile, that Jews could contribute toward interfaith 
understanding by doing away with whatever it is that 
marks us out as different. There is a certain tacit 
understanding between Jews and Gentiles in this 
country (and no doubt in other fortunate lands) 
about such remarks. No Gentile, when he throws 
out a comment of this sort dreams of its going any 
farther than mere talk; so he never bothers to think 
what the suggestion would actually mean for him, 
what action it would require. The only function such 
a suggestion has in conversation is to shift slightly 
the burden of grievance from the uncomfortable 
shoulders of the Gentile onto those of the Jew. The 
Jew, for his part, smiles briefly in a moment of pained 
silence—and the conversation discovers some new 
subject. 


Varian Fry, though he has not troubled to analyze 
the implications of assimilation as a “short-run so- 
lution” of the Jewish problem, is not one of the idle 
chatterers. He knows at what dreadful cost a part 
of the Jewish people would (if they could) suc- 
ceed in self-submergence: they would rob the other 
Jews, who could not emulate their example, of prac- 
tically their sole more or less reliable source of sym- 
pathy and aid. If Mr. Fry feels constrained to suggest 
(or to recommend?) this counsel of betrayal to 
American Jews, it is because he knows, through his 
own experiences when he was engaged in relief and 
rescue work in France early in war, and through 
closely following the unfolding of the infernal plan 
of Nazi “genocide”* since then, the full horror of 
what happened to European Jewry. 


The atmosphere of unreality and tenuous con- 
jecture in which our American discussions of assimi- 
lation are enveloped is completely dissipated when 
one talks about the question in the context of present- 
day Europe. There, it is a real issue, and arises within 
a dynamic tension of sharply counterpoised alterna- 
tives. Christian institutions and individual benefac- 
tors who had helped procure baptismal certificates 
for Jews or sheltered Jewish children, pretending to 
the Nazis and quislings that they were Christian, are 
now reported reluctant to see these pseudo-Chris- 
tians restored to the Jewish fold. Even so liberal a 
democracy as Czechoslovakia, while reaffirming that 
it has not the slightest reason to doubt Jewish loyalty, 
has given clear indications that, in the future, its Jews 
together with other minorities will live under rigid 
scrutiny; and that difference will be suspect. To those 
who will feel uncomfortable under the new regime, 
the government promises its assistance in emigrating 
to Palestine. 


Among Jews, too, the dangers of being a Jew 
have become too cruelly evident to be ignored. It is 





* GENOCIDE, or the murder of racial groups is a term invented 
by Raphael Lemkin (Axis Rule in Occupied Europe) which is 
probably destined to be widely used. B.H. 


odue 








ee ee ee en a or 








APRIL, 1945 


difficult to penetrate into the personal history of Dr. 
Israel Zolli, the former Chief Rabbi of Rome, whose 
recent conversion to Catholicism made such a sensa- 
tion. There may have been factors, active over a 
long period, that were inclining him toward the con- 
version long before the war and its special Jewish 
ordeals. But recent events were at the very least re- 
sponsible for precipitating his act at this time—as 
becomes more than clear from many of the remarks 
which have been quoted recently from Zolli himself. 
Whatever the facts may be in the particular case, it 
is more than plain that the Zolli conversion has a 
multitude of counterparts among a large section of 
European Jews, who seek at least for their children 
safety in one or another Christian denomination. 


But this sort of baptism under duress has never 
been palatable to men of sensitivity; if anything, it 
is far less so to men with an earnest approach to 
religious problems than to others. Under the present 
circumstances of the Jews in Europe, whoever has a 
sense of honor is bound to react with particular re- 
pugnance against such a convenient conversion, even 


_when other causes might attract him to it. Henri 


Bergson, on the verge of death, deliberately refused 
the conversion toward which climax his whole de- 
velopment had led, out of sheer solidarity with his, 
for him, remote Jewish brethren. He rejected not 
only the exemptions from persecution proffered by 
Vichy—a trivial “sacrifice’—tut also what he might 
well have considered salvation, rather than flee to the 
safety which would have marked him, in his own 
estimation, as a renegade. 


The harsh alternatives outlined above apply also 
to the suggestions of deliberate assimilation in Eu- 
rope. If we have the striking instance of a Zolli, 
exemplifying one current in the renewed life of lib- 
erated European Jewry, we have the case of Dr. Wil- 
liam Filderman of Rumania, as a symbol of the 
Opposite trend. Dr. Filderman,a long-time and 
confirmed anti-Zionist, having suffered all the trials 
of Axis Europe, with its pogroms, its prison camps 
(he himself was imprisoned in horrible Transnistria 
for six months), its legalized sadism, plunder, and 
rapine, has now emerged as a convert: he has be- 
come a determined and deeply convinced Zionist. 
And he, too, is far from being an isolated exampie. 
Eighty percent of Rumanian Jewry, as we learn from 
several sources, hope only for admission to Palestine. 

Men like these have resolved the dilemma which 
so deeply perplexes and disturbs Varian Fry: 
they do not seek a renegade’s safety in submergence 
as Jews, knowing that this would be an act of treason 
to those who fail to “assimilate,” and who may have 
to pay for their existence by “persecution and exile”; 
they are determined to save not their own skins, but 
the body and soul of all Israel, by building the Jewish 
Homeland in Palestine. 
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Mare Chagall: Jewish Modernist Master 


JEWIsH FRONTIER 


by Harold Rosenberg 


EXT FALL the Museum of Modern Art in New 

York will present a retrospective exhibition of 
the paintings of Marc Chagall, noted Jewish mod- 
ernist, who has been living in this country since 
1941. Chagall’s work has, of course, been seen here 
for many years, both in group and one-man shows. 
The Modern Museum’s exhibition, however, will 
assemble the most comprehensive collection of Cha- 
gall’s canvases ever shown in this country, and will 
thus provide the first opportunity for the American 
public to study in one place the variety of the artist’s 
imagination and the different phases of his develop- 
ment. 

Chagall’s compositions are among the major re- 
flections of twentieth-century sensibility. But Jews, 
particularly those of European background, will find 
an additional fascination in Chagall’s creations. For 
Chagall is their artist in a special sense, a faithful 
child of the ghetto expressing his people on the scale 
of world art. 

If art were a verbal language, one might say that 
Chagall paints in French-Yiddish. An illustration of 
what this means is his decorative portrait of an old 
Jew in tallis and tfillin reproduced on the cover of a 
monograph on Chagall published in Paris in 1929. 
The face of the subject* is that of a typical ghetto 
dweller with its worn anxiety and spiritual dogged- 
ness. But the painting itself is a design. The stripes 
of the tallés move in harmony with the windings of 
the tfillin, and the cube on the left arm balances the 
one on the forehead, the whole composition being 
developed through the broken geometrical planes 
suggested by Cubism. In sum, the figure painted is 
Jewish, but the style and handling derive from the 
advanced art movements of twentieth-century Paris. 
Or to put it differently, in the midst of the feelings 
aroused by the cherished Jewish image, Chagall is 
always a creative explorer of forms and plastic re- 
lations. | 

Paris is one pole of Chagall’s art, the other is the 
Jewish community in the White Russian town of 
Vitebsk where the artist was born and grew up 
among typical Jewish surroundings. This dual in- 
fluence by no means implies that Chagall is an artist 
of double nationality, half Jewish, half French. The 
fact is that as an artist he is not nationalist at all. 
Present-day nationalist painting, whether “Jewish,” 
“French,” or “Dutch,” invariably refers to mediocre 
pictorial works which appeal to their audience not 
through their artistic excellence but by invoking nos- 
talgic sentiments associated with their subject matter 
—familiar scenes, heroes, historical events—or pa- 
triotic vanity. The nationalist artist demands a pri- 


* See among reproductions. 
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ority for this type of creation from his fellow citizens, 
a kind of protective tariff against the competition of 
world art. Chagall has never been a national artist 
in this sense: he belongs to the art of Western cul- 
ture as a whole. Through emphasizing design values 
in his portrait of the Jew he deliberately eliminates, 
rather than induces, nostalgia. His marriage of the 
art of Paris with his Jewish origins has a deeper aim. 

For when Chagall arrived in Paris in 1910 at the 
age of twenty, he sensed at once a connection between 
the Jewish life he had come from and the general 
direction of modern art. The artists of the Paris Left 
Bank, coming from every part of the globe, had 
separated themselves from middle class society, its 
world of buying and selling, and its chauvinism, con- 
ventions, prejudices, bad taste. They were estranged 
men, each striving to develop a language of symbols 
to represent his separated self and the world of art 
to which he had dedicated himself. From this im- 
pulse arose the “pure” art forms that became known 
as the “Paris School.” Excluding everything not per- 
tinent to the artistic essence of the object, Picasso, 
Matisse, Braque, Gris, built abstract compositions 
out of objects found in the studio, the museum, the 
circus—worlds professionally removed from the “use- 
ful” world of respectable society. Guitars, African 
and Greek masks, clowns and tight-rope walkers, 
ruins, appeared in the vanguard art of the first de- 
cades of this century. Later, the surrealists mimicked 
the mechanics of the dream and made bizarre dis- 
coveries in the street and in books. 

For his part, Chagall painted Jews! 

For among all symbols of estrangement, what 
could be more strange and detached from the mod- 
ern world than the ghetto Jew and everything as- 
sociated with him—his clothes, his ceremonies, his 
moods? 

Fresh from Vitebsk, his head crammed with the 
imagery of life there—ghetto streets, peddlers, rela- 
tives, synagogues, barnyard beasts—and the simpli- 
fied forms and lucid color of Russian folk art, the 
young Chagall recognized that he had in his posses- 
sion a ready alphabet of signs of the most striking 
universal significance. Why rummage for the theo- 
retical or chance equivalents of the isolation of the 
artist? He had but to paint what was inside himself 
in the truth of his feeling and insight, released and 
developed by the experiments of the art of Paris. The 
release from convention characteristic of modern art 
made it unnecessary for Chagall either to reject his 
Jewishness or to idealize it. 

Chagall conceived fanciful tableaus in which 
bearded ancients clutched to their breasts their rem- 
nant of life, the Torah; glowing portraits of lovers 
merging together near the bridal candles; village 
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landscapes with processions of Jews; angels and 
beasts in their primal innocence. 

Like his contemporaries, he created a language of 
symbols or fetishes which reappear in canvas after 
canvas with a cumulative plastic effect. Chagall’s 
angels, his loving couples, his Jewish fiddlers, his 
Torah, his calves and fishes, his huge globular lux- 
uriously colored bouquets of flowers, serve an esthet- 


ic purpose equivalent to Picasso’s Greek heads and. 


bulls, Roualt’s clowns and scholars, Dali’s watches 
and crutches. But there is one difference: the major 
part of Chagall’s alphabet of signs is drawn from 
folk objects, gestures and situations, rather than from 
the milieu of the studios or the purely personal ex- 
perience of the artist. Chagall was among the first 
and most consistent in going beyond the artist’s ego 
into the collective past.* 

Mere imitation of the external world has meant 
little to Chagall—whether in its conventional ap- 
pearance or its analytical disintegrations of the im- 
pressionists and cubists. Instead of conforming to 
“natural” relations, Chagall produces a “psychic dis- 
tortion” of the visible, a force twisting and re-creat- 
ing the image from within, in order to reveal in it 
the exact quality of the artist’s love and joy and mel- 
ancholy. In the air above Chagall’s snow-covered 
landscape of a Russian village marches the over- 
sized figure of a bearded wanderer, his stick in his 
hand and a pack on his back, leaning forward at an 
angle of forty-five degrees. In another canvas Cha- 
gall’s comic spirit mingles with his lyricism to con- 
ceive a youth strolling happily with his sweetheart 
who is suspended over his head like a kite. Calves 
and violinists meditate calmly on roofs and every- 
day Jews swim in the sky. For Chagall it is the inner 
life that gives meaning to things, not their dead rep- 
resentation of the abstract patterns they can be made 
to assume on canvas. 

Form as the expression of a spiritual tension is 
everything to Chagall—therefore he has never been 
a mere painter of Jewish genre. He dreams of the 
calf slaughtered by his grandfather, but on the sur- 
face of the canvas the kneeling ruminant, once sac- 
rificed according to the law of Moses, will be be- 
headed again in conformity with the rituals of mod- 
ern design. This is what Chagall means when he 
says: “For me a picture is a plane surface covered 
with representations of objects—beasts, birds or 
humans—in a certain order in which anecdotal, il- 
lustrational logic has no importance.” 

From the beginning, then, Chagall appeared as an 
innovator, the more so use he projected into 
Occidental art the unfamiliar gallery of Jewish faces, 
costumes, comedy, gloom. The first painter to dis- 
cover in and through the life and objects of the East 
European ghetto a unique esthetic quality, he de- 
veloped out of his folk sources an individual style 

* Roualt’s Biblical figures also have this traditional quality, 


and in his later work Picasso developed Spanish folk meanings 
around such symbols as his bull and horse. 


27 


THE PLACE OF THE JEW 
IN THE MODERN WORLD 


SEMINAR SERIES 
Sponsored by 
LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
RELIGIOUS DEPT. OF Y.M.H.A. 


April S—AMERICAN JEWRY FACES THE FUTURE 
Dr. Oscar 1, Janowsky, Department of His- 
tory, College of the City of New York 
April 19—EpucaTine THE Post-War WorLD 
Dr. Paul Klapper, President, Queens College 
April 26—HEsrRaIc CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY 
Dr. Abraham Katsh, Professor of Hebrew 
Culture and Jewish Education, New York 
University 


May 10—PALESTINE As A JEWISH COMMONWEALTH 
Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg, Author—“The 
Devil and The Jew” 
May 24—HistapRuT—SociaL PATHFINDER 
Professor Alexander H. Pekelis, Editor, 
“Columbia Law Review”; Faculty New 


School for Social Research 
May 31—RaciaL PREJUDICES AND MINORITY 
PROBLEMS—Symposium 
Dr. Samuel Joseph, Department of Sociology, 
College of the City of New York 
Dr. Ruth Landes, Chief of Office of Discrim- 
ination Services, East and West Association 
Dr. Hortense Powdermaker, Department of 
Anthropology-Sociology, Queens College 
Lectures will be held at 
__ YMHA BUILDING, 92nd Street and Lexington Avenue 
at 8:30 p.m. on THURSDAY EVENINGS 
Obtain tickets at 
LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE, 1140 Broadway 


$2 series—50c single admission—half-price for students 














Federation of Kosher Butchers 
of Greater New York, Inc. 











799 Broadway New York City 
ISIDORE PRESENT President 
OscAR SPITALNICK Vice-President 
SAM YUDOWITZ Treasurer 
MAX YOUNG Secretary 





























Greetings from 


United Hatters, Cap 
and Millinery Workers 
International Union 


245 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 


MAX ZARITSKY, President 























Good Things To Eat! 
Our 
CONNOISSEURS’ CORNER 


Is Headquarters for Rare Delicacies 


Send for our new Spring Catalog 


MN cmmacher\. z6 


145 EAST 57th STREET 
New York 22, N. Y. 























lon 87; v 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE 


New York City 





American 


Safety Table Co., Inc. 


8th and OLEY STREETS 
Reading, Pa. 








JEWISH SANATORIUM AND HOSPITAL 
FOR CHRONIC DISEASES 


ISAAC ALBERT, President 


EAST 49th STREET and RUTLAND ROAD 
Brooklyn 3, N. Y. - SLocum 6-9700 




















BLANSHAFT TOOL COMPANY 


2107 — 40th Avenue 
Long Island City 

















JEWISH FRONTIER 


that ranks him among the masters of modern art. 
Chagall is wholly himself in his Jewishness, he sac- 
rifices nothing to it, it lives in the depths of his 
dreams and fixations, and it gives a peculiar stamp 
even to his still lifes and paintings of animals. 
Through international art to Jewish culture as it 
actualized itself in his personality—it was on this 
road that Chagall set out in Paris thirty-five years 
ago. “So many Jews,” exclaimed Paul Fierens, “in 
the history of modern painting! Pissaro, Modigliani, 
Soutine, and how many younger ones! None is Jew- 
ish so completely, nor so publicly, as Marc Chagall.” 

Many of Chagall’s canvases are, of course, neither 
Jewish nor Biblical in theme, as, for instance, his 
magnificent 1927 Circus series, his illustrations for 
La Fontaine’s fables, his decor for the ballet Aleko, 
or the glamorous flower paintings of his most recent 
exhibition at the Pierre Matisse Gallery last winter. 
But whether he is peopling the Old Testament with 
ghetto Abrahams and Solomons, or constructing an 
Eiffel Tower of himself and his wife, or seeing Paris 
from his studio window,.Chagall remains the same 
and his art is the same, with its playfulness, lyricism, 
and intuition of innocence. And with all its radia- 
tions, his art has its proper home, the ghetto of his 
childhood, his “city of tears.” 

Since the figure of an angel is a dominant pres- 
ence in many of Chagall’s compositions, his work 
has often been associated with religious art, particu- 
larly by Catholics, who, it is regrettable to say, have 
shown greater interest in Chagall’s canvases than 
American Jews. His series of etchings to illustrate 
Genesis, Kings, and Prophets, done to the order of 
Ambroise Vollard in Paris, and his recent Crucifix- 
ions have tended to strengthen the impression that 
Chagall is inspired by religious conceptions and feel- 
ings. In fact, however, what is real to Chagall is not 
the Jewish religion, nor any other religion, but the — 
Jewish community and its way of living. If religious 
symbols and moods enter into the sign language of 
his soul, it is because they are objectively inseparable 
from the real imaginative life of the ghetto where 
he was reared. “I am not, and have never been, re- 
ligious,” Chagall said last year. “Moreover, I felt 
religion meant little in the world that I knew, even 
as it seems to mean little today.” One might say that 
if Chagall has any religion at all it is made up of 
the images in his compositions. For modern art 
creates its own religions—fetishes, obsessive forms, 
revelations, techniques of prayer—developed in imi- 
tation of the sacred objects and ideas formerly cre- 
ated by the community, but individual in their limit, 
and living and dying in the artist’s work. 

As prevalent in Chagall’s canvases as his angels, 
and at least as significant as an emotional motif, are 
his pairs of lovers—a life-long tribute to his wife 
Bella, whom he married in early youth, and who ex- 
erted a decisive influence on his creative development; 
it is perhaps primarily responsible for those qualities 
which have caused him to be called “a painter of 
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love.” Bella’s beauty and charm, and her deep poetic [ 


gtasp of Jewish culture, reflected in her own writings, 
constantly enriched her husband’s sensibility. Her 
sad death last summer in up-State New York was a 
terrible blow to Chagall, the effect of which on his 
work cannot yet be calculated. His exhibition last 
winter comprised only paintings done while she was 
still alive, and the central masterpiece in it was the 
large composition entitled A Ma Femme (To My 
Wife) on which Chagall had worked over a period 
of ten years. 

For the past five years, since the sufferings of the 
Jews in Europe reached their peak, Chagall, like so 
many others, has felt himself drawn closer to his 
people than ever before. It seems to him now that 
no complete individual life is possible except through 
the affirmation of the folk source. In his Crucifixions 
painted during this tragic period, he depicts a world 
flying apart in chaos, houses overturned, ships sink- 
ing, Jews fleeing in every direction. The crucified one 
is a Jew, not the Son of God, but the human victim 
of violence. Perhaps these works do not reach the 
highest level of Chagall’s art; neither his tempera- 
ment nor his esthetic vocabulary is attuned to horror. 
But his compulsion to make a statement on the misery 
and greatness of his folk is deeper than purely ar- 
tistic considerations. The entire meaning of life seems 
to him involved in the persecution of the Jews 
throughout the centuries. The other day he said to 
me that he sees in it the crucifixion of quality by the 
material world. 


HAROLD ROSENBERG 7s a literary and art critic 
now with the OWI. 
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The Liquidation of the Czenstochowa Ghetto 


THE Day publishes the following report transmitted 
to Raphael Federman, Secretary of the Czenstochowa 
Relief Committee of New York. The story comes 
from Abraham Izbicki who escaped to Palestine, 
bringing with him the ghastly tale of the devastation 
of the Czenstochowa Jewish center. 


ee DOOM of the Jews of Czenstochowa was 
sealed on Yom Kippur night, 1942. Three hours 
after midnight the ghetto was encircled by a triple 


cordon—in the first row were the Ukrainians 
(mostly youths of 16-25), specially trained for this 
murderous task) and the German gendarmerie; be- 
hind them were the Polish police; and still further 
back, the Nazi police in close ranks, armed with 
machine-guns. Within the triple ring there swarmed 
countless Gestapo agents, many of them from the 
neighboring cities of Kielce, Radom, and Radomsk. 
Their task was to patrol the streets on their motor- 
cycles and to see to it that orders were properly 
executed. 
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The news spread through the ghetto like wildfire. 
Death stalked the streets. That night, an epidemic 
of suicides broke out, started by Zalman Windman 
(Zalman the baker) of 22 Garncarska Street. Per- 
sons attempting to escape the ghetto were shot on 
sight. Despite the deadly vigilance of the guards, sev- 
eral Jews did manage to break through the Ukrainian 
cordon only to come up against the “third line,” 
where the Germans were massed with their machine- 
guns. Hundreds were killed in flight. 

Seven o'clock the next morning all the Jews were 
ordered to line up in the streets, bringing with them 
a parcel of their belongings, weighing not more than 
10 kilograms. We were all marched off to the mar- 
ket-place where the Gestapo divisions, headed by 
Degenhardt, awaited us. With a flick of his cane, 
Degenhardt determined the fate of those who stood 
before him—left, for those to be taken directly to 
the Warto freight-terminal; and straight ahead, for 
those who were marched off through Wilson Street 
to Landau’s factory-buildings and the “Metallurgia.” 
I was one of the latter group, which consisted, for the 
most part, of young people who were to remain in 
the ghetto and work during its liquidation. 

There were many men who had been waved 
“straight ahead” while their wives and children were 
assigned “to the left.” They preferred death to liv- 
ing, without their families, but Degenhardt only 
laughed cynically and turned a deaf ear to their 
pleas. He made brutal game of those who were 
taken away, calling after them, “Do not fear! He 
will join you soon; you will all meet in Heaven!” 

On that first morning, all the hospital patients 
were shot and a little later in the day, all children 
and aged persons who had been unable to leave their 
homes were put to death, as were the inmates of the 
orphan asylum. 

Each death-transport consisted of 7,000 persons, 
crowded into 60 freight-cars. There was a three day 
pause between transports, while the Germans waited 
for the return of the trains. For four weeks this 
procedure continued. 

The Jews who had been assigned to “Metallurgia” 
(about 7,000) were divided into groups and at- 
tached to various military departments—the Army 
force or the Air post. We not only worked there all 
day but slept there as well — under a constant 
strong guard of the German gendarmerie. Degen- 
hardt, or his aide Rohn, came to review us every day. 
After several check-ups, they finally reduced our 
number to 4,000. Degenhardt took sadistic pleasure 
in separating family-members, keeping some in the 
ghetto and sending the rest to their death. 

The remaining Jews were installed in a small 
ghetto encircled by a barbed wire fence and strongly 
guarded by Ukrainians, Poles, and Germans. The 
ghetto comprised several blocks: Nadrzeczna Street 
from No. 48 to No. 90; Garncarska Street, from the 
house of Strauss to the corner; Kozia Street, from 
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Fejge’s candle-factory to Warsaw Market. Each 
morning we were led out, under police guard, to 
our work which mostly consisted of razing the old 
ghetto. Slowly, Jews who had kept themselves hid- 
den, began to steal out of their places of concealment. 
The Gestapo did nothing to them and Degenhardt 
declared that he was pleased to know that there 
were still a number of Jews left. He gave orders 
that they be well treated, especially the aged and 
children among them. Jews who had been living in 
the outlying forests even began coming back to live 
in the new Czenstochawa ghetto. 


The Germans changed their tactics and, in place 
of shooting people who were known to have hid- 
den out or who had been denounced to them, they 
now adopted a policy of non-molestation, merely 
gathering everyone within the confines of the ghetto. 
Together with the new arrivals who were returning 
from hiding-places, those seeking shelter after hav- 
ing been bombed-out or burned-out of their homes 
and those who had escaped from transportation- 
trains (after being denounced by Poles), our num- 
ber was again swelled to 7,000. In addition, there 
were a number of children and aged persons whose 
families were afraid to register them and kept them 
concealed, feeding them secretly at night on bread 
and water. 

One morning Degenhardt sent for S. Galster (in 
charge of the Supply Department of the Jewish 
Council), pointed a revolver at him and made the 
following declaration: “If the poor Jewish children 
continue to be so badly fed, you will be shot... . 
Are they to blame for this war which is a plague 
sent by God?” Galster replied that he had not the 
means with which to obtain more provisions. Degen- 
hardt issued an order that thereafter special rations 
of milk and eggs were to be made available for the 
children. News of this order impelled the Jews to 
register all the hidden children, to whom special egg 
and milk rations were promptly issued. 

Shortly after this, Degenhardt announced that if 
he could find several qualified women to care for the 
children, he would release them from all other work. 
About one hundred children were placed in a special 
house on Kozia Street and were given the best of 
care. Degenhardt came to see them every day, bring- 
ing them gifts and petting them. 

On a bitter cold day in December, 1942, Degen- 
hardt ordered all the children brought to the Police 
bureau in Warsaw Market. Noting the absence of 
a number of children whom he knew to be registered 
at the Home, he commanded the Jewish Council to 
produce them within two hours or be shot. The chil- 
dren were brought. They were stripped half-naked, 
thrown into garbage-trucks and sent off to their 
death. A number of them froze to death in transit. 
That was one of the coldest days of the year. Degen- 
hardt stood on the side-lines, throughout, beaming 
with pleasure as at a task “well done.” 





* 





* 


35 
xk *& Sk & 





Security Starts 
with 


SAVING 


kkweaekKaK KK Kw K KK kK 


EMIGRANT 
swiss BANK 


51 Chambers Street 
Opposite City Hall Park 


5 East 42nd Street 
East of Fifth Avenue 


Member of Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 





¥ ¥* * MM 











THE NATIONAL 
CASH REGISTER 


COMPANY 


40 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 








36 





CANADIAN 
RADIUM & URANIUM CORP. 


630 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 














Majestic 
Metal Specialty Co. 





INC. 


MOOSUP, CONN. 











BUY WAR BONDS 


A. COHEN 


BRASSIERES 


395 FOURTH AVENUE 
New York City 














lite 


NUIT 


Greetings from 


AMALGAMATED BANK 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


in 


Be 


Eval LLU 


ARIA 


iG 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


Early in January, 1943, at 10 o'clock in the morn- 
ing when most of the men were away from the 
ghetto at their work, Degenhardt’s aide, Rohn, or- 
dered everyone left behind (cooks, kitchen-help, gar- 
bage-cleaners, furnace-stokers, etc.) to line up. My 
younger brother and I were among this group. Sol- 
diers watched to see that the order was carried out. 
Some of us were taken away in autos. 

Suddenly, Fiszelewicz, a twenty year old khalutz 
of Radomsk and a member of the kibutz which was 
beginning to prepare secretly for armed resistance, 
sprang forth from our ranks with a revolver in his 
hand. He and a few more of our number jumped at 
Rohn with the intention of shooting him. Fisze- 
lewicz’s revolver jammed. One of his companions 
shot at Rohn but the bullet went wild. The gen- 
darmes killed him. Fiszelewicz leaped at Rohn, 
throwing him to the ground, and beat him over the 
head with the butt of his revolver. Rohn managed 
to twist away, whereupon Fiszelewicz quickly slipped 
into the crowd. We were ordered to deliver him up 
and when we refused, the soldiers raised their guns 
and. aimed them at us. Fiszelewicz stepped forward 
and cried, “I am the one you want, dirty dog!” 

Rohn and his men shot Fiszelewicz on the spot. 
A new division of gendarmes arrived and it was an- 
nounced that every tenth Jew would be shot. My 
brother and I purposely lined up next to one another 
so that only one of us could possibly be killed. 

I was among the twenty-three chosen to die. We 
were divided into two groups. The first eleven were 
lined up against the Market wall. We still had last- 
minute hopes that the order might be rescinded but 
at the command “Fire!” all eleven were shot. Those 
who still stirred were plugged again and again. 
Among the eleven were the lawyer Rosenstein, Lejzar 
Trembocki and the baker, Wernik. 

The second group was ordered to line up at the 
wall, but none of us stepped forward. One man cast 
himself to the ground, another was dragged to the 
wall by his hair and two others made a dash for the 
fence and jumped over the barbed wires. The Ger- 
mans immediately turned their guns against them. 

When I realized that everyone’s attention was riv- 
eted on the escaping men, I cautiously wormed my 
way back into the crowd. I was fortunately unno- 
ticed and thus escaped execution. We were all led 
back into the ghetto; some of us were sent off to the 
labor-camp at Skarzysko. 

Later I was told that Rohn had counted the corpses 
and realized that “one was missing,” but he knew the 
name of the missing man. I did not go back to work 
but hid for several days in a stable full of sacks and 
old rags. Then I found that the rumor had been false, 
but by that time my long absence from work had 
made me “suspect” in the eyes of the Germans. I 
decided to make a last desperate effort to escape over 
the barbed wire fence, although I knew that I had 
only one chance in a hundred of evading the Ger- 
mans. Luck was with me. 
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JEWS 


DR. NAHUM SLOUSCHZ in the 
Morning Journal writes from Jeru- 
salem the following account of the 
Jews in inner Arabia. 


The Arabian peninsula has not yet 
told all its secrets. For more than 
1000 years, we have been hearing that 
Jewish tribes are to be found in the 
heart of this desolate land. 


That 9th century traveller, Eldad ha- 
Dani, reported four separate Jewish 
tribes living in Arabia— each having 
its own king and strong army and 
fighting lustily against its neighbors. 
Even the serious and punctilious trav- 
eller, Benjamin of Tudela, related that 
in his time (the 12th century) inde- 
pendent Jewish tribes were still to be 
found in the interior of Arabia. True, 
he admitted that he himself had not 
visited them. But other travellers, Jews 


IN ARABIA 


and non-Jews, brought reports of 
strange Jewish tribes which roamed 
about deep in Arabia, conquering their 
enemies and even sweeping down upon 
and robbing caravans of Moslem pil- 
grims. Only a hundred years ago, a 
French diplomat related that the road 
to Mecca was dominated by a Jewish 
tribe which boasted 80,000 warriors. 

In recent years, none of the travellers 
who have managed to penetrate—usu- 
ally by stealth—into the interior fast- 
nesses of Arabia, have been able to ob- 
tain first-hand information about these 
strange Jewish tribes, though several 
mention having heard about them in 
the course of their travels. At various 
times in our own day, exotic Jews 
have come to Palestine, announcing 
that they are members of large free- 
roaming tribes deep in the interior of 
Arabia. 
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Such a mysterious Jewish Bedouin 
lived in Petakh-Tikvra over thirty 
years ago. Suddenly he disappeared— 
no-one knew where. Fifteen years later, 
I myself met a similar Bedouin in Beth 
ha-Kerem. He lived there with his 
small son and told us that in his native 
land, in the north-western part of 
Arabia, there still lived a part of the 
ancient great tribe of B’nei Rekhev 
and that they now numbered 2,000 
warriors. 


Isaac Ben-Zvi, the scholar and leader 
of the Vaad Leumi, questioned the man 
and tried to get further information. 
Dr. Ben-Zev, the Palestinian Arabist, 
was preparing to make a trip there 
(to Wadi al-Kura, where Jewish set- 
tlements were still to be found in the 
days of the Gaonim) when the out- 
break of war prevented this hazardous 
venture. 

For the past thousand years and 
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more, wondrous myths have been cur- 
rent about these distant independent 
Jewish tribes of Arabia. Even modern 
Yiddish literature (e.g., Mendele Mok- 
her S’forim’s “The Travels of Benjamin 
III”) makes frequent reference to the 
legend that in Arabia, in addition to 
other tribes, there was also a tribe of 
Levites, free and bellicose “sons of 
Moses,” ruled by their own king. 

There is more basis for the legends 
about the B’nei Khakham—a tribe of 
Nazarites mentioned in Jeremiah and 
Kings—who are believed to have mi- 
grated to Arabia upon the destruction 
of the First Temple and settled in the 
semi-wilderness of Khibar. It is a his- 
torical fact that in the time of 
Mohammed, Jews occupied the entire 
province, having their own fortress and 
living the life of Nazarite ascetics. 

It is known that the founder of 
Islam waged war against the Yahud 
Khaibar (the B’nei Khakham, in Ara- 
bic) until he subdued them. Later, the 
Arab conquerors confiscated their land 
and dispersed them. According to tra- 
dition, the B’nei Khakham scattered 
over the desert, as far as Palestine, 
lived as Bedouins and exacted a toll 
from all passing pilgrims and caravans. 

Despite all these stories and legends, 
sufficient scientific corroboration has 
never been found for them. It is Dr. 
Slouschz’ opinion that most of the 
Yahud Khaibar have long since for- 
gotten their Jewish origin and inter- 
married with the Wahhabis (the Is- 
lamic ascetic sect ruled by Ibn Saud). 
In the desert, tribal lineage is remem- 
bered for a hundred generations. Even 
though the Yahud Khaibar have long 
ceased to be Jews and do not even care 
to admit that they descend from Israel 
—one thing is certain: their neighbors, 
the Arab Bedouins, do not let them 
forget their pedigree and single out 
these former Jews by the name of 
Yahud. 

There are many of these former 
Jewish tribes in Arabia, Trans-Jor- 
dania, and even in the Sinai and 
Negeb districts (Ben-Zvi has pub- 
lished his findings on the latter). 
Christian scholars frequently stumble 
upon ritual nuances between Judaism 
and Islam and for this reason are like- 
ly to consider as really Jewish tribes 
those which are merely descended from 
Jews. 

The English explorer and statesman, 
Philby, is an exception. He was for- 
merly political representative in Trans- 
Jordania and there became acquainted 
with Jewish life. Later, when he went 
to Arabia, he was converted to Islam 
and became the homme de confiance 
of King Ibn Saud. He had an oppor- 
tunity to penetrate into many of the 
heretofore inaccessible provinces of 
Arabia. 
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HELD — Dr. and Mrs. 1. W. Held, 
1136 Fifth Avenue, extend best wishes 
for a Happy Passover to their many 
friends and relatives. 
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In his book on the unexplored re- 
gions of Arabia, Philby relates that 
during his visit to the capital city of 
Nedjd, he found an isolated, well- 
organized Jewish settlement with its 
Hebrew news broadcasts from Jeru- 
own Torah scholars. (Before Philby, 
it was believed that there were no 
Jews in Nedjd). They have a radio 
and listen with great interest to the 
salem. 

In the last few years, other English 
travellers have brought back similar 
reports of isolated Jews living in Ara- 
bia. The truth of the matter is that it 
requires a Jew—and a more or less 
Torah-versed Jew, at that—to estab- 
lish the proper rapport with these Jew- 
ish groups, estranged by distance and 
customs, from their blood-brothers. 
Unfortunately, almost all of Arabia is 
closed to outsiders. Only in Yemen, 
where there are 40,000 Jews living in 
close communication with Palestine, 
may Jews travel about freely. For this 
reason, we know little of what passes 
in dark Arabia, with only one excep- 
tion: the small provinces south of 
Aden are British protectorates and re- 
cently, a number of Palestinian Jewish 
soldiers visited those districts. 

The Brit Ivrit Olamit (World 
Union for Hebrew Culture), which 
now has representatives in Aden and 
in Sana (the capital of Yemen) un- 
dertook to introduce Hebrew culture 
to the youth there. A large shipment 
of books was shipped to them this 
year. The headquarters of the Brit Ivrit 
Olamit recently received a letter from 
one of its representatives in Aden, 
who, with a comrade, had been able to 
penetrate to the district of “Taban.” 
There they found Aduar, a settlement 
of fifty Jewish Bedouin families. The 
. two young men were told that these 

fifty families represented only a part 
of a larger tribe of six hundred fami- 
lies. These people conduct themselves 
as traditional Jews, understand He- 
brew, and even have a number of Holy 
Books. 

They live far from all other Jewish 
centers. Not one of them has ever 
been to Palestine but they all profess a 
willingness to immigrate to the Holy 
Land “with their flocks and their 
herds.” 

Until the arrival of this startling in- 
formation, it was believed, at least of- 
ficially, that except for Aden and Ye- 
men, there were no Jews left in Arabia, 
and that Judaism had long been for- 
gotten in the sand wastes of that large 
country. 

Philby’s report, together with the 
more recent one of the Brit Ivrit Ola- 
mst emissaries, prove conclusively that 
in the farflung districts of Arabia live 
isolated Jewish tribes who have pre- 
served not only their Holy Book but 
even their own ancestral traditions. 
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THE TRAGIC DILEMMA 


THE JEWISH REFUGEE, by Arieh Tar- 
takower and Kurt R. Grossmann. 
New York, Institute of Jewish Af- 
fairs of the American Jewish Con- 
gress and World Jewish Congress, 
1944. 676 pp. $5.00 


It is a sad commentary on the natu- 
ral limitations of the human mind that 
our ability to feel concern for the 
victims of persecution is in inverse 
proportion to their numbers. As novel- 
ists know very well, we can all be led 
rather easily into a state in which, for 
a short time, the fate of an imaginary 
hero or heroine, or both, seems almost 
more important to us than our own 
and we read on, in breathless excite: 
ment, to find out what is to happen tc 
him, to her, to them. It is all a ques: 
tion of indentification. Deliberately 
and with more or less skill, depend. 
ing upon the thoroughness of thei 
mastery of the art, the novelists and 
for that matter, the writers of plays 
short-stories and movie scenarios — 
give their heroes qualities of characte1 
have to strain to obtain an emotional 


bond between his hero and his reader. 
On the contrary, a few universally 
sympathetic character traits are usual- 
ly enough: once the bond has been 
established, the reader will supply the 
rest in his own mind, and according 
to his own likes and dislikes. Indeed. 
the novelist who delimits the charac- 
ter of his hero too thoroughly only 
hampers this process, and risks putting 
obstacles in the way of the developing 
“affect” in his efforts to strengthen it. 
which enable the reader to identify 
himself with them. 

So strong is this human tendency 
to identify that the novelist does not 

Every good fiction writer knows this, 
consciously or unconsciously, and every 
good fiction writer puts his understand- 
ing of the process to effective use in 
his work. No writer as far advanced ir 
the practice of his profession as the 
publication of +a story in his high 
school magazine would ever try to 
build up an emotional rapport between 
his reader and a million heroes, or 
two million, or five million. Even the 
most ardent advocates of that peculiar 
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aberration of the literary taste of ten 
years ago which went by the name of 
“proletarian literature” eventually 
realized that, in order to make the 
“masses” attractive, in order to give 
them any emotional appeal at all, they 
had to personify them in individual 
heroes; and although the realizatior 
did not come easily—it was too sharply 
in conflict with the preconceived no- 
tions of the fancied moral superiority 
of the “proletariat” as mass to any in- 
dividual member of the mass—it came 
in the end, and resulted in a little writ- 
ing in this genre which was not posi- 
tively bad before the style passed away 
altogether—fortunately, perhaps, for 
it was in violent contradiction of a 
basic fact of human psychology. 


Anyone who fully understands this 
essential limitation of the human mind 
—the absolute inability to identify 
oneself with more than a few indi- 
viduals at a time—will scarcely be 
surprised that one of the most savage 
episodes in the whole savage history 
of man—the Nazi persecution and ex- 
termination of the Jews—should have 
evoked. so very little emotional re- 
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sponse. For much as Hitler’s lies were 
too big to be doubted, and his avowed 
intentions too grandiose to be taken 
seriously, so his pursuit of the Jews 
was on so vast a scale as to flood and 
overwhelm the emotional powers of 
the spectators. There were many rea- 
sons why the world failed to respond 
adequately to the challenge of Hitler's 
attempt to destroy an entire people. 
but this was surely one of the most im- 
portant of them. 
* * * 


Arieh Tartakower and Kurt R. 
Grossmann give many of the reasons 
in their book, but they do not deal 
properly with this one. Their failure to 
do so robs a work which is in many 
respects excellent of the necessary 
realism without which it cannot be 
solidly based; leads them to attribute 
too large a share of the failure to anti- 
Semitism; and vitiates the soundness 
of their recommendations. For if my 
view is the right one—and I am pro- 
foundly convinced that it is— the 
world’s response or rather lack of re- 
sponse, would have been much the 
same if the victims had been between 
five and six million Protestants, or five 
and six million Catholics, instead of 
five or six million Jews. I suspect that 
in these hypothetical cases, (which 
might, in another age, have been true 
cases) there would have been much 
the same pious expressions of official 
indignation, coupled with much the 
same monolithic inability to act. Cer- 
tainly Protestants and Jews would have 
rejoiced in their secret hearts if the 
victims had been Catholics, and Catho- 
lics and Jews would have heaved a 
sigh of relief if the victims had been 
Protestants, and what help came would 
have come largely from the victims’ 
own fellow-communicants, as it did 
and still does in the case of the Jews. 
For it is easier for the fellow-com- 
municants to identify themselves with 
the victims, and so want to help them. 
But even among the Jews a large part 
of the material aid has been contrib- 
uted by those who have had relatives 
and friends among the victims; and 
even among the Jews there have cer- 
tainly been some who have found it 
only too easy to shirk what others 
among them regard as their solemn 
obligation to their “people.” 

But what is perhaps more important 
than these gloomy observations on past 
events is the effect of the limitation 
of the human mind I have stressed on 
the prospects of what will happen in 
the future. It is not necessary for me 
to retell the story of the latest and 
greatest dispersion—the main outlines 
are too well known. Anyone who wants 
details painstakingly assembled has 
only to consult the pages of The Jewish 
Refugee, where he will find them all, 
from the origin of the problem to the 
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faltering efforts of inter-governmental 
agencies and the heroic efforts of the 
private Jewish organizations to meet 
it; from the relatively good record of 
England as a country of refuge, 
through the less admirable record of 
the United States, to the appalling rec- 
ord of the Soviet Union—where, ac- 
cording to the authors, it is estimated 
that at least 25 per cent of the refugees 
died from lack of food and the extreme 
hardship of their life in the first year 
of the war, and where today it is no 
longer possible even to obtain infor- 
mation about the fate of many of those 
who survived. These and many other 
facts about the great migration are 
presented in the book, and if the pre- 
sentation is marred by too frequent 
misprints, the most serious of these 
have been corrected in a four page 
errata and addenda supplement, which 
no reader should fail to get and con- 


sult. Much of the presentation makes. 


excessively dull reading, but this is due 
partly to the authors’ thoroughness and 
their love of statistics. Readers who are 
not professional social workers or gov- 
ernment officials will know how to 
skip. 

* ~ * 

What interests me more than the 
statistics on the refugee movement, 
however, is the author’s proposed “so- 
lution.” 

“For a solution of the refugee prob- 
lem,” they write, “ . . .we propose that 
a new international agency be created 
after the war. And in order to avoid 
the mistakes and disappointments of 
the past, the new agency should be 
based on the following principles: 

“(a) It should be recognized as the 
supreme international body in all ques- 
tions pertaining to refugees, and, al- 
though cooperating with the various 
governments and private organiza- 
tions, it should be vested with sufficient 
authority to enforce its decisions if 
necessary. 

“(b) The proposed agency should 
not only prepare plans and secure the 
legal means of executing them, but 
also conduct the work of repatriation, 
emigration, and colonization, and pay 
the cost of these activities. 

“(c) The funds necessary for the 
activities of this agency should be con- 
tributed either by a new League of 
Nations or by all the States of the 
world, since the solution of the refugee 
problem is the concern of all man- 
kind. 

“(d) The proposed agency should 
consist of official representatives of 
governments. 

“(e) Its activities should be limited 
to a definite period of time within 
which the refugee problem must be 
finally liquidated.” 
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which are only too current in the 
social and political thinking and writ- 
ing of our time, a “solution” based on 
an unconscious faith, inspired by hope, 
in a better world to come—I was 
tempted to say, on a belief in the com- 
ing of the Messiah. Nor is the faith 
entirely unconscious, as subsequent 
sentences in the final chapter of the 
book bear witness. 

“The solution of the Jewish refugee 
problem will not at best be an easy 
task,” the authors acknowledge. “But 
given the will, it can be accomplished 
if the prevailing atmosphere after the 
war will be different from that of the 
prewar years, and if the refugees will 
be treated, as they should be, as equal 
and useful members of society.” 

The “if” is a rather large one. Who 
today dares hope that the atmosphere 
after the war will be very different 
from what it was before, or the at- 
titude toward refugees, for that matter? 

Two or three pages further on, in 
the throes of a veritable paroxysm of 
fatuous optimism, Mr. Tartakower and 
Mr. Grossmann give vent to this little 
gem of realism. 

“After the war, when, it is hoped, 
many old ideas will be thrown into 
history’s wastebasket and a new world 
of human understanding will arise, the 
concept of real [world?] citizenship 
may assume a different form and the 
frequent intolerance of today give way 
to real harmony of interests between 
peoples and states.” 

It is hoped. By whom? And with 
what justification? No, I am afraid 
that if we base our thinking on such 
soft and mushy ground as this, we shall 
never get very far toward a “solution” 
of the refugee problem. As a stop-gap 
device, the authors’ proposed interna- 
tional agency might be very useful, but 
it could hardly “solve” the refugee 
problem as long as sovereign states re- 
main free to create refugees at will. 

What are the real prospects that it 
will ever be created anyway, or that, 
being created, it will be permitted to 
function as the authors propose? I do 
not mean by these questions to imply 
that we should not strive to create such 
an international agency. But I am 
deeply skeptical of our chances of get- 
ting it. 

Obviously the only way to “liqui- 
date” the refugee problem “finally” 
is to make it impossible for states to 
create refugees. This means more, in 
my opinion, than the mere adoption 
of an international bill of rights, 
though that is certainly one of the es- 
sentials of any effective program. It 
means also the creation of a world 
society in which the individual states 
are no longer able to take the law into 
their own hands. In other words, it 
means the creation of a world federal 
government endowed with sufficient 










Revillon Freres 
COLD FUR STORAGE 


FuR JACKETS 


Charming little paletots to 
wear over a suit or a dress— 
youthful, practical, light in 
weight; they are the answer 
to the eternal spring transi- 
tion from a fur coat. In a 
variety of furs and prices. 


Protect your furs R W/f, 
by placing them in : ' ' 
the care of experts. e] Z O72 


Sreres 


urs 


684 Fifth Avenue at 54th Street ° Circle nn 











HOW CAN YOU LOSE? 


AN IMMEDIATE ESTATE— for your family if 


you should die. 


A PAID-UP ESTATE — if you become totally and 
permanently disabled 


A RETIREMENT FUND — for yourself if you 


should live 


Let a Prudential Representative 
give you more details 





She PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A mutual life insurance company 


HOME OFFICE 





NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 














100 
OCTANE 


Our refineries have 
produced enough 100 
octane super-gasoline 
to meet the needs of 
one in every four Amer- 
ican and British war- 


planes. 


STANDARD OIL 
COMPANY 
(NEW JERSEY) 


AND AFFILIATED 
COMPANIES 





authority to enforce the bill of rights 
and with overwhelming power to see 
that the judgments of its courts are 
carried out. Such a world society will 
not come into being in the life of liv- 
ing men, but it is perhaps a less dis- 
tant goal than the age in which all 
men love one another as their brothers. 

Not so long ago I attended an Ox- 
ford Group meeting in Washington. 
Among those present were the editor 
of a nationally known newspaper, the 
head of an old and respected peace or- 
ganization, and a senior United States 
Senator. It was the editor, I think, who 
spoke about “the terrible things hap- 
pening to human beings in the world 
today.” 

“The trouble with us is,” he said, 
“that we have forgotten how to care. 
We care for what happens to our fami- 
lies or friends, but the terrible events 
in distant parts of the world hardly af- 
fect us at all. We read of the murder 
of tens of thousands of Chinese coolies 
or the mass extermination of millions 
of European Jews with less interest 
then we feel in a nearby bus accident. 
Until we have learned to care as much 
about the fate of distant peoples as we 
do for our own dear ones, events like 
those happening now will continue to 
be commonplace.” 

I submit that if we wait for any such 
radical change in human psychology as 
this, such events will continue to be 
commonplace for millions—literally 
millions—of years to come. A better 
political organization of the world 
might possibly be achieved in a some- 
what shorter period. 


Meanwhile, however, the Jews are 
faced with a truly tragic dilemma. They 
can and should strive for a powerful 
international agency like that advo- 
cated by the authors of The Jewish 
Refugee. But they should not make the 
mistake of believing that it will be able 
to “solve” the Jewish refugee problem. 
The experience of the past gives no 
grounds for hope that it will. 

I know that what I am going to say 
will be deeply resented, especially by 
the religious, but it seems to me that 
the Jews’ best short-run course is rapid 
assimilation. As long as they persist in 
preserving those qualities which mark 
them off as Jews, they must expect to 
be persecuted and driven into exile, as 
they have been for thousands of years 
—and not just since the beginning of 
the Christian era. 

But the tragic dilemma is that only 
those Jews who are conscious of their 
Jewishness will help their persecuted 
brethren. That is why Mr. Tartakower 
and Mr. Grossmann are probably right 
in closing their book with an appeal 
to “strengthen the Jewish conscious- 
ness of the new Jewish settlers.” For 
if those Jews who have found at last 
a refuge from persecution forget that 
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they are Jews, who will help those they 
have left behind? 

Yet it is a dilemma, a truly gigantic 
dilemma. One might have hoped that 
the authors of this otherwise excellent 
treatment of the problem of the Jew- : 3 ALTMAN & Cr) 
ish refugee in all its other aspects FFTH AVENUE ' NEW YORK 


might also have dealt with this aspect, 
perhaps the most important of them 
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democracy. A school system has been 
established the cost of whose plant 
and management runs into astronom- 
ical figures. The children who attend 
the schools come from a great divers- 
ity of regions, religious denomina- 
tions, racial and ethnic communities, 
occupational groups. They bring into 
the schools the folkways, the mores 
and the prejudices of their social mil- 
ieus. These not only set up “group 
tensiogs” within the schools, but exert 
manifold pressures upon them from 
without. They suffuse the attitudes, 
the judgments, the social relations of 
the children with fascism, jimcrow- 
ism and anti-Semitism; all contradic- 
tions of the democratic ideas. At the 
same time the holders of these views 
justify their holding them on the 
ground that they have a right to their 
opinions, and teachers are forestalled 
by their superiors from dealing with 
them objectively and candidly because 
the schools must be “impartial” and 
hence have the duty not to take up 
controversial issues. The effect is to 
make the ideal of the First Amend- 
ment into an instrument to corrupt 
and destroy democracy. 


The mental and moral inertia, the 
fear of “trouble” and the routinism— 
which many believe have come to be 
a distinguishing trait of the entire 
personnel of the school world—exer- 
cise a corresponding influence on the 
intellectual function of the schools. 
As the educational psychologists keep 
on demonstrating by means of intel- 
ligence tests and the like, the child 
population of the nation’s schools, and 
the city’s no less, falls into well de- 
fined and practically invariant classes. 
The largest of these consists of the 
“average,” and amounts to 50% of 
the school population. Downward 
from these are the “dull normal,” 
(16.1%), the “borderline” (6.7%), 
the “defective” (2%), while upward 
are the “bright normal” (16%) the 
“superior” (6% ) and the “very superi- 
or” (2.2%). In terms of the hier- 
archy of intellect the Jews, the En- 
glish and the Scotch are found among 
the “upper” classes; the Germans, 
Norse, Bohemians, Chinese and Japa- 
mese among the “average”; the Irtali- 
ans, Poles, Portuguese, French Cana- 
dians, Mexicans, Negroes and Indians 
among the “lower classes.” These 
psychological and social “facts” set 
conditions which limit the working 
of the democratic theory of educa- 
tion. They indicate that only about 
20% of the school population could 
be benefited by going to college; that 
most, being capable of learning by 
repetition and habituation, and in- 
capable of learning by reason and in- 
quiry, had better be trained in useful 
occupations and indoctrinated in the 
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principles of democracy. Where ap- 
peal to reason is obviously ineffective, 
authority must step in. Because the 
schools have failed to conform to the 
psychologist’s “facts,” standards have 
collapsed. Numbers being too high, 
the schools have become a sort of con- 
veyor system, with “promotion by 
age” instead of by achievement. The 
coercive attendance laws, consequently 
the large classes, the rigid syllabuses, 
impose a classroom procedure which 
necessarily contradicts the philosophy 
of progressive education with its em- 
phasis on “interest,” and the idea that 
the subject matter of the classroom 
should be related to life outside the 
classroom. So much of the curriculum 
is irrelevant to interest that to com- 
municate its content, the successful 
teachers water it down and thin it 
out. The unsuccessful makes the most 
artificial connections between the les- 
sons and the extra-mural reality. 
Shakespeare’s diction is so irrelevant 
to Brooklyn’s dialect that he “don't 
write English.” Foes of democracy in 
education have seized upon this situ- 
ation. They have joined the progres- 
sives in their diagnosis of the sickness 
of the mind and the schools. Their 
proposed remedy, however, contra- 
dicts the program of the progressives. 


If I read Miss Syrkin correctly, she 
thinks that the classroom can be re- 
lated to “life” only as life is brought 
into the class-room, not as the class- 
room is carried outside into life. “I 
always impressed,” she writes, “by the 
exact knowledge my pupils have of 
the mysteries of football and baseball,” 
of “the talents of band-leader and 
crooner.” She tells how one of the 
least articulate and least promising of 
her pupils gave a “detailed and learned 
lecture on the art of shining shoes.” 
She thinks that both the reading mat- 
ter and the teaching methods can be 
brought closer to the actual concerns 
of the young people and standards 
thereby saved. She recommends such 
works as those of Ernie Pyle, as 
Under Cover, and she urges that 
pupils should be encouraged to buy 
and own books as they buy and own 
pencils, paper and other implements 
of the classroom economy. If the 
pupils are set tasks which have a 
“genuine relation” to their lives and 
are taught their performance with 
greater intellectual discipline, stand- 
ards can be saved, and democracy safe- 
guarded. Marie thinks that the schools 
must cease to be at once both “hide- 
bound and vacillating” and must in- 
doctrinate in democracy where the 
IQ of the pupils calls for indoctrina- 
tion. She thinks that the “Springfield 
Plan” is a good over-all way to facili- 
tate this. But she is sure that every 
plan or program must depend on a 





47 


PLAN YOUR NEW HOME NOW! 


Come and see the displays of things 
you’ve always wanted for your home at 
the Home Buyers Exhibition at the 
Dime Savings Bank of Brooklyn, Ful- 
ton Street and DeKalb Avenue. 
The Home Buyers Institute has ar- 
ranged this informative display for 
prospective home owners, and offers a 
complete home planning service free. 
Send for Free Booklet 
“LOOKING AHEAD” 


THE DIME SAVINGS BANK 
OF BROOKLYN 


FULTON STREET and DeKALB AVENUE 
Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 
MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


The Exhibition is Open: 
Mondays—9 A.M. to 7 P.M. 
Tues. thru Fri—9 to 3 P.M. 
Sats—9 A.M. to 12 Noon. 














Radio- | elegraoh Service 


THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


FAST — DIRECT —- ACCURATE 


Via RCA 


THE MODERN WAY 


RCA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 


A Service of Radio Corporation of America 


Head Office: 64 Broad Street, New York 4, N. Y. 


Telephone HAnover 2-1811 S) Bell Teletype NY 1-1346 























48 






MORE THAN 


Three Decades of Tradition 





OPEN ALL YEAR 





rwvvvvvVvVVVYYYVTeVvvVvveVvveVvveVvveVvveVvveWvueVvvywvvuVvvWweyewvyvewvyVvyvywwwwWyVvvVVY*. 





Mn hn hn hi MM Ma Mi Mi Mi Mea Mi Mi Mi Mi i A Mi i Mi Mi Mi Mi Mi i Mi Ma Mi i Mi hi i 
i i hi i hi hi hi hi hi hi hi ha hi hi hi hi i ha hi hi i i hi ho i ha ha hi hh a a hi 


al i i hi hi hi hi hi Ai hi hi hi Mi i Mi hi Mi hi hi hi a hi hi Mi Mi hi Mi hi i Mi hi hi hi Li hi Mi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi hi i ld, 


BEST BUY IN NEW YORK 


4 
q 
4 
4 
: 
y 
Sweeter, richer in flavor — their thin taut peels are bulged with > 
extra juice, the most delicious juice you ever tasted. That’s ¢ 
FLORIGOLD Indian River — Florida’s finest oranges and { 
grapefruit. Here’s why. They’re tree-ripened—picked ripe— § 
and rushed to New York from the famous Indian River district, , 
where the world’s choicest citrus fruit is grown. Insist on 4 
oranges and grapefruit stamped “FLORIGOLD Indian River” $ 
—best buy in New York. > 
P 
4 
4 
‘ 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


FLORIGOLD 


INDIAN RIVER 
ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUIT 
FLORIDA CITRUS EXCHANGE, TAMPA, FLORIDA 


ywwuvvvvveY* 


i i hi i i hi i hi hi hn hi ha hi hi hi hi hi hi ha i i hi i hi ha ha ha hi ha ha ha hi ha 

















We Extend to Our Depositors Our Sincerest Wishes 
FOR A 


Happy Passover Holiday 
DIME SAVINGS BANK OF WILLIAMSBURGH 


Over Eighty Years of Service 


HAVEMEYER AND SOUTH FIFTH STREETS 
(Facing Williamsburgh Bridge Plaza) 




















Compliments of 


CAKE BAKERS UNION—LOCAL 51 
OF GREATER NEW YORK 
H. HOROWITZ, President N. EHRLICH, Secretary-Manager 














JEWISH FRONTIER 


real conviction, a fighting faith in 
democracy among the teachers. But 
this principal requirement, she says, 
is lacking. Then how can teachers 
pass on to pupils what they do not 
themselves possess? With teachers mor- 
ally lazy, intellectually passive, eager 
only to escape “trouble,” what else can 
be expected of their pupils? The 
virtue of the Springfield Plan is that 
it reaches out to the entire culture- 
complex of the community, regarding 
no group as an isolated variable but 
all as acting and reacting on each 
other. By taking individuals realisti- 
cally, by taking troublemakers in in- 
stead of shutting them out, and orches- 
trating the different enclaves of the 
city to one another, the plan at once 
liberates, harmonizes and strengthens 
all the interests of the city. 

Such in very general outline, is 
Marie Syrkin’s argument. And no one 
who knows anything about certain ob- 
vious traits of the schools of America 
can quarrel with it. But while accept- 
ing it, one ought to bear in mind that 
it does not tell the whole story. The 
American school has its positive qual- 
ities as well as its negative ones, and 
if it is to be judged on the record 
of the men and women who, since 
1900, let us say, have passed under 
its tutelage—and after all, by what 
else can one judge a school system?— 
its strength outweighs its weaknesses. 
With all their defects, these men 
and women have worked and fought 
through two major wars. Although 
they represent a miscellany of the 
entire world, they have passed through 
the greatest of economic depressions, 
and gone, as unitedly as any other 
people and even more so, from a 
mood of pacifism and isolationism 
into’ a war organization in the factory 
and on the battlefield with incom- 
parable swiftness and efficiency. They 
have truly given the war and its goals 
a new direction. It is their four-times 
elected spokesman who has imagined 
a United Nations to parallel our 
United States, who has designated the 
Four Freedoms. Breaking a deep- 
rooted tradition, they have elected him 
a third and a fourth time. The fourth 
election hed no equal for bitterness 
of mood and division of counsel. Yet 
they alone of all peoples dared to hold 
an election in a time of the greatest 
national danger, and they carried it 
off as peacefully and as surely as any 
other. On the battlefields the gradu- 
ates of the nation’s schools have 
shown themselves to be more than a 
match for foes whose doctrine and 
discipline have been war and the arts 
of war. 

Surely, in the light of these facts 
the values, the perspectives in this 


brave and true book cannot be the 
values and perspectives of the whole 
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being of the nation’s schools. The 
fact is that from the time that edu- 
cation began there have been prophets 
and seers to deplore its deficiencies 
and to demand its reformation. Like 
other institutions of our civilization, 
education has its Cassandras, genera- 
tion after generation, starting with 
Plato and ending with our latter day 
Hutchins’ and Syrkins. And the fact 
also is that the generations somehow 
survive both their education and its 
critics, benefiting perhaps from both, 
but with or without them manifest- 
ing the excellencies not less than the 
deficiencies of the human psyche. 
Like the peoples whose culture they 
pass on, schools everywhere have al- 
ways needed reformation. They always 
will need reformation. And this holds 
for the schools of America too. But 
they are never as bad as their enemies 
nor even as such friendly and wise 
critics as Marie Syrkin paint them. 
The one exception I would take to 
her book is that it leads sophisticated 
as well as naive readers to take what 
is true locally and contingently as 
representative of the whole and es- 
sential. 
H. M. KALLEN 
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The little town of Easton, on the 
eastern border of Pennsylvania, today 
is growing from the trading center of 
surrounding rural districts into some- 
thing of a manufacturing community. 
It is still not a place of large import- 
ance-—just a town like thousands of 
others in the United States from which 
good American citizens have sent forth 
their sons and daughters in the service 
of their country. 

Easton, settled in 1750, is an old 
community by American standards. 
Long before the Revolution, Easton 
was a thriving Indian trading post and 
a busy frontier outpost. Situated in the 
forks of the Delaware River, it later 
became a natural jumping off place for 
those moving forward to settle the rich 
lands of Kentucky, the virgin forests of 
Tennessee, or the fertile Ohio Valley. 

The history of the Jews in Easton 
also begins in 1750, with Myer Hart, 
who was one of Easton’s eleven found- 
ing fathers. He is described as a “shop- 
keeper.” Those early Jewish shop- 
keepers were something more than 
mere purveyors of commodities. They 
were of the company of “merchant 
venturers,” who trafficked not merely 
in merchandise, but were, in their 
great or small way, the distributors of 
invisible bales of mental wares—the 
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news, politics, ideas, and culture of the 
market place. Myer Hart, descendant 
of a Spanish-Portuguese family, did, in 
fact, play a considerable part in the up- 
building of the little settlement. He 
not only became Easton's leading mer- 
chant.and wealthiest citizen, pioneer- 
ing the first shipment of local products 
to the Philadelphia market, opening up 
trade in the Jerseys and in Delaware, 
but was one of those commissioned by 
the King of Great Britain as sub-con- 
tractor to care for English prisoners 
taken prisoner by the Continental 
Army. 

From those early days, Easton has an 
unbroken Jewish history. At times 
Jews were as many as ten per cent of 
its population—not great, important 
people, but sturdy, hardworking, God- 
fearing common folk like their Gentile 
neighbors. Rejoicing in the fruits of 
their labor, grieving over hard times, 
elated at good harvests, they were born, 
lived, married, begot families, and died 
in the town. Nothing particularly note- 
worthy occurred in the life of any in- 
dividual to excite the nation or to dis- 
turb public tranquillity—just healthy, 
solid Americans living in a typical 
American town in the spirit of Amer- 
ica. Jews from Germany and from Po- 
land followed the earlier Sephardim, 
and they in turn were followed by 
those from Russia, Roumania, and east- 
ern Europe. As immigrants became ac- 
climated, Ghetto characteristics drop- 
ped into the discard. Clothes, amuse- 
ments, manner of living, food, and 
even speech and appearance became 
one with that of their fellow citizens— 
some even lost their religion in their 
Americanization. 

Yet, here as in the long history of 
Israel, the life of this group of Jews 
centered around their synagogue. Long 
before the formal foundation of a Jew- 
ish Congregation in 1839, there had 
been the struggle to maintain their re- 
ligious worship. When they had estab- 
lished their synagogue, the Easton Jews 
not only worked out their own Amer- 
icanization, but the “Americanization” 
of their traditional religion. Just as 
conflict raged in the Christian churches 
of this country between the forces of 
orthodoxy and liberalism, Puritanism 
or fundamentalism and reform, so in 
the little synagogue of Easton the same 
contention was battled out. From the 
struggle has emerged the Congregation 
Brith Sholom (Covenant of Peace), a 
modern reform synagogue, now under 
the leadership of Rabbi Joshua Trach- 
tenberg, author of this book. Today 
old-country traditions which have lost 
their meaning for Easton Jewry have 
been abandoned, and in a communal 
synagogue preserving the beautiful and 
sentimental of the traditional past, the 
Jews of Easton are offering a modern 
reform Judaism attuned to the Amer- 
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ican scene of which they are so vitally 
a part. 

Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg has 
taken the occasion of the hundredth 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Congregation Covenant of Peace to 
write the history of the Jews of Easton. 
He has produced a shining example of 
what must be done if we are to create 
a worthwhile, authentic American Jew- 
ish history. Perhaps few communities 
offer so fertile a field of research as 
Easton. The combination of competent 
scholarship and rich source material is 
indeed rare. Yet, here is what must be 
achieved if we are to get away from 
the flamboyant, exaggerated note which 
too often masquerades as American 
Jewish history. 

This volume represents the fruit of 
honest and industrious searching of ar- 
chives. It presents intelligent handling 
of material, integrating the comings 
and goings of Jews in this little Colon- 
ial village, into the communal life, 
until in the whole the author has pro- 
duced a true and valuable chapter in 
the saga of the Jew in America. 


When one compares this volume 
with many circulated in the past as 
Jewish communal histories, one cannot 
miss the contrast between the skill of 
the trained scholar, with historical per- 
spective and experience, and the garden 
variety of journalism which too often, 
even yet, is producing our local Jewish 
histories. Yet, such local histories are 
the bone and sinew out of which, in 
the future, must come the history of 
the Jews in the United States. 


The book is not without its high- 
lights. It is not the mere recording of 
the rise and fall of local figures, the 
winning of success, or the gaining of 
parochial honors. Here are presented 
some little-known incidents in Amer- 
ican Jewish history. It tells of the oath 
of allegiance of Moses Nathan in 1777 
signed as a loyal citizen of Pennsyl- 
vania in Hebrew. Then there is the 
kosher dinner of which George Wash- 
ington partook when he visited Easton, 
at the home of Michael Hart, the old 
Indian trader who had become Easton’s 
Croesus. 


The high standards of this volume 
should be a challenging example for 
those who would explore and chronicle 
our American Jewish scene. There is 
one defect for the serious student: the 
book lacks a careful and full index. By 
and large, those who are lucky enough 
to obtain one of the three hundred 
copies which have been printed have a 
prize well worth an honored place in 
any library. 

LEE M. FRIEDMAN 


LgB M. FRIEDMAN is a Boston lawyer, 
whose avocation is American Jewish his- 
tory, in which field he is an outstanding 


scholar, 
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HERZL’S SUCCESSOR 


DAVID WOLFFSOHN, by Emil Bern- 
hard Cohn, The Zionist Organiza- 
tion of America, 1944. 281 pp. 

$2.50. 


When American tanks rumbled into 
the ruins of Cologne, very few realized 
that the city was once the capital of 
World Zionism. It was David Wolff- 
sohn, Herzl’s immediate successor as 
President of the World Zionist Organ- 
ization, a fanatical adherent of political 
Zionism and devoted disciple of its 
creator, who transferred the offices of 
the World Zionist Organization and 
the first Zionist paper Die Welt, to 
Cologne. 


The work and time of this man have 
been nearly forgotten even by the 
younger generation of European Zion- 
ists. We are fortunate, therefore, that 
Emil Bernhard Cohn has just pub- 
lished David Wolffsohn’s biography as 
the initial volume of the Zionist Or- 
ganization of America’s new publica- 
tion program. 


By the sheer force of his personal 
efforts, this simple, self-made man, 
pulled the Zionist movement through 
the greater part of the dreary and le- 
thargic decade which followed Herzl’s 
death, when the emotional storms 
which the wizard of Vienna unchained 
had died down. That the brilliant and 
colorful Zionist leadership of 1917-20 
was able to reap the harvest of the Bal- 
four Declaration and San Remo, was 
made possible to a large extent by the 
modest Wolffsohn, who succeeded 
against all odds in keeping together 
the bulk of the Zionist Organization 
during its time of trouble. 


Wolffsohn—and this ought to be 
stressed by his historian—was the pro- 
totype of thousands of modest, de- 
voted, and enthusiastic “rank and file” 
Zionists, who for over half a century 
have found their only pride, joy, hope, 
hobby, and field of ambition in the 
daily routine work for the renaissance 
of the Jewish people. In this regard, 
he is far more the incarnation of the 
good and active qualities of our people 
than the galaxy of political “stars” 
which Herzl’s dream brought forth on 
the stage of recent Jewish history. 


This brave, quiet, and upright man, 
probably the wealthiest early adherent 
of Zionism, was immortalized by Herzl 
as David Litvak in Old-New Land, and 
became the object of cordial homage 
on three continents, Yet he had to suf- 
fer eclipse as an unavoidable result of 
the victory of the Zionist idea. Though 
a Lithuanian Jew in origin, Wolffsohn 
was politically identified with German 
Zionism. The Jewish masses of the 
East, once they were won over to the 
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Zionist cause, tried to get rid of the 
Central European initiators of the 
movement. The demotion of the Ger- 
man-speaking leadership of World 
Zionism was a historic development of 
highest importance and necessity; even 
Herzl himself, as an Austrian citizen, 
would have been a hindrance to the 
cause of Zionism at the Paris Peace 
Conference. Yet that this historical 
fate should have saddened the devoted 
President, and probably shortened his 
life, was only human. 


Cohn’s book undoubtedly holds high 
rank among the growing series of bi- 
ographies of the protagonists of Zion 
ism, during its heroic period. Not only 
are Wolffsohn’s official utterances con- 
sidered, but the reader finds his por- 
trait instructively elaborated by many 
a private remark and, in particular, by 
an ample and impressive utilization of 
the author's thorough and valuable 
study of the diaries and correspondence 
of Herzl’s successor. Cohn’s efforts are 
the more laudable in that other publi- 
cations in the same field, e. g. Professor 
Klausner’s Ussischkin, deal rather sum- 
marily with such essential sources, and 
make but feeble attempts to show the 
human being behind the leader’s mask. 
Cohn succeeds admirably in making 
the jovial and straightforward figure of 
Wolffsohn familiar to the reader. 

With the present volume, the vivid 
and instructive medium of biography 
now fairly well covers the already dis- 


tant and thrilling period of Zionism’s ' |§ 


early history till the First World War. 
It might be worthwhile to make the 
picture thus obtained still more color- 
ful by a collection of short sketches ot 
those first and principal apostles, par- 
tisans, and aides of the Zionist cause 
whose names and images are imsepar- 
ably linked with those of the giants: of 
men like Kremenetzky, the Marmoreks, 
Kokesch and Schnirer; like Bodenhei- 
mer, Gaster, and Schapira. 


OscAR KARBACH 


THE BABYLONIAN TALMUD IN SELEC- 
TION. Edited and translated by Leo 
Auerbach. New York, The Philo- 
sophical Library, 1944. 284 pages 
and glossary. $3. 


This volume is intended as an intro- 
duction to the Talmud, particularly for 
the younger generation and those who 
cannot read the original. To convey 
something of the spirit and atmosphere 
of the Talmud, the editor has presented 
selections in translation from each of 
the six Talmudic “Orders.” 


The brief introduction, which very 
hurriedly gives something of the his- 
torical development of the Talmud, is 
replete with inaccuracies and dogmatic 
decisions on points which are still ex- 
tremely moot. Discussing Hillel's in- 


53 


Soft As a Spring Morning 


Shiny As New Romance! 


Salons: 


604 FirrH Avenue, New York WasHINcrTon, D. C. 

















Sincere Greetings TO OUR FRIENDS 
AND PATRONS FOR A Hififpy Pussover 





PESO ERO ET 
$6.95 to $10.45 
Stores in New York, Brooklyn, Bronx, Newark @ Also in Philadelphia and Washington, ac 


nn on on on ort tn tata satan t nt p tnt pens n sir Sp spnsptat pn sps pas psp spr sprsprid SetrSdbrttcrsed Sted Set Batted Set et Sct et Sed Viet let Bed Bet 




















Greetings from 


Greater Clothing Contractors Association 





100 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 


AUUUUULUULUAAUAUUNOAAAUAEEEALAETTITTITN 





STIs tUg0dEUdsaeavaHUeHOCUNNUUASUCHOESUNEUTESUNASAAULAE LEONA LUAU AEUOLUUYSNLGUUEULUUGEOAESLE ETNA ONSLAUGHT, 








54 





THE WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR PAL- 
ESTINE extends cordial Passover 
greetings to its members and friends. 
May the coming months bring early 
and decisive Victory, lasting peace, 
and the realization of our national 
hope for the establishment of Pales- 
tine as a Jewish Commonwealth. 


Mrs. William Prince, 


President. 
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stitution of the Prosbul (which trans- 
ferred claims on debts to the court, and 
so obviated their cancellation in the 
Sabbatical year), the editor calls it the 
fruit of “very ingenious interpretation” 
of Scriptural passages, and attributes 
its introduction to -Hillel’s concern 
over business stagnation. Actually, the 
Prosbul was a Takanah, a new enact- 
ment. It was designed to insure the 
continuance of loans to the poor, re- 
gardless of the cancellation of claims in 
the Sabbatical Year, which would 
otherwise have prevented such loans 
from being made during certain pe- 
riods. Since loans at interest for busi- 
Mess purposes were not permitted at 
that time, there could have been no 
question of avoiding business stagna- 
tion by means of the Prosbul. 


We find a Mekiltah attributed to 
Rabbi Ishmael which should be cred- 
ited to his “school,” as well as a credit- 
line for Rabbi Yokhai which is due his 
son Simeon. And inasmuch as many of 
the Palestinian rabbis found a place in 
the Babylonian Talmud, the remark 
that the Babylonian School was held in 
higher esteem simply does not follow. 
As for Babylonian Jewry’s submission 
to the rule of the Prince in Palestine, 
this was true only in regard to the set- 
ting of the Jewish calendar; for the 
rest, very definite principles of decision 
were followed. 


Rab Ashi did not begin the Gemara 
“as a literary undertaking for its own 
sake.” Indeed, one of the unique qual- 
ities of Biblical and Talmudic litera- 
ture is their moral and practical moti- 
vation. Nor was the Gemara “codified,” 
but rather collected. It is unclear on 
the basis of what authority Aboth is 
translated as “Fathers of the Mishnah,” 
rather than the accepted “Chapter of 
the Fathers,” or even “Ethics of the 
Fathers.” This rendering is doubly un- 
fortunate inasmuch as the first person 
quoted in Aboth, Antigonus of Soco, 
preceded even the five generations of 
Zugoth (or “pairs”), who in turn an- 
tedated the Méshnab. 


Yet the introduction, brief as it is, 
does serve its purpose. The book as a 
whole is marred by a certain careless- 
ness in the translation, which some- 
times either thoroughly obscures the 
meaning of a passage, or else simply 
distorts it. We read, for example: “A 
poor man who goes from one place to 
another should be given not less than a 
loaf worth one pandion, and one selah’s 
worth of grain,” when a more accurate 
translation would read “. . . worth one 
pandion, from wheat costing one selah 
for four seahs.” Obviously this is not 
quite the same thing. 


On the very next page we find a 
truncated and unintelligible reference 
to the maximum amount of wealth 
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which,an individual may possess with- 
out becoming ineligible to benefit from 
the poor-funds. And while the refer- 
ence to peah as consisting of one-sixth 
of the produce of a field rather than 
one-sixtieth may well be a printer's 
error, the translation of zav as one “in 
heat” is most certainly a translator's 
error. 

In spite of these errors, and in spite 
of the inclusion of obscure and obso- 
lete passages which another anthologist 
might well have excluded, the book is 
very much worth while. It does give 
the English-reading public a glimpse 
into a literature which is of primary 
importance for the law and usage of 
Israel, regardless of era or country. 


MORDECAI S. CHERTOFF 


BUDGET FOR BUILDING 
(Continued from Page 5) 


drut was able to realize a loan of 
$140,000 which was used to meet an 
immediate need for irrigation on sev- 
eral small scale agricultural settle- 
ments on the account of the NLCP 
Campaign for 1950-51! 

The Histadrut Report of Anticipated 
Income for 1944-45 to be applied to 
non-organizational purposes is also in- 
dicative of the awareness of the His- 
tadrut of the needs of the times ahead 
and of the singleness of purpose and 
soundness of approach with which the 
Histadrut is preparing to meet them. 

Comparative Table I (on p. 5) 
gives the figures for 1943-44 and the 
proposed budget for 1944-45. 

An analysis of the Histadrut figures 
for 1944/45 reveals that the largest 
increases in the budget for that year 
will come in those departments most 
vital to the preparation of the country 
for the post-war world. And most 
significant is the fact that these in- 
creases are possible because of the eco- 
nomic stability and soundness of the 
cooperative institutions built by the 
Histadrut itself. The process has long 
been completed whereby a compara- 
tively small group of individuals orig- 
inally struggling to preserve their or- 
ganizational structure, have advanced 


to the ultimate goal where an organi- « 


zational structure, now secure in itself, 
serves the needs of its individual mem- 
bers and of the country as a whole. 
The figures in Table I may be broken 
down, as shown on Table II (p. 5). 
From Table II it will be seen that 
a slight decrease is expected in the per- 
centage of funds derived from mem- 
bership dues which will be available 
for non-organizational purposes. This 
is not due to any expected decline in 
membership figures. On the contrary, 
despite the economic changes in Pal- 
estine which will result in a decline 
in wages (which in turn will re- 
sult in a decrease in dues paid, since 
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Greetings 
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Managers 
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Histadrut members pay dues in pro- 
portion to their wages), no actual de- 
crease in dues income is expected, 
because of an anticipated growth in 
membership. However, although the 
dues income may well reach $4,000,- 
000, only $2,800,000 (as against 
$3,000,000 in 1943/44) will be 
available for non-organizational pur- 
poses, because it is expected that the 
percentage of organizational expenses 
of the Histadrut will be increased from 
24.5% to 30%. This will be necessary 
because of the need for increasing the 
organizational staff to provide the ever 
increasing services the Histadrut is 
requested to supply and to make all 
necessary preparations for the transi- 
tion from a war to a postwar economy. 
This will involve the reintegration of 
discharged soldiers, the reorganization 
of industry, the preparation for the 
absorption of an increased immigra- 
tion and the provision of colonizing 
manpower for the settlement of new 
afeas. 

There will also probably be a de- 
crease of 10% in the funds raised 
from among the Histadrut member- 
ship and labor settlements through the 
Rescue Campaign. There will, how- 
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Mendelson Egg Co. 


3906 JOY ROAD 
DETROIT, MICH. 





Malted Milk Co., Inc. 
242 SO. Ist STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


























OCEANBROOK BLDG. CORP. 
392 ROGERS AVENUE 
Brooxiyn, N. Y. 
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Refrigeration Co. 
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EBLING’S SPECIAL BREW 
PREMIUM BEER 
Extends to All Readers of 
THE JEWISH FRONTIER 


Wishes for a Happy 
Passover 


GENERAL OFFICES: 


Ebling Brewing Co. 
756 ST. ANN'S AVENUE 
Bronx, N. Y. 


Telephone: MElrose 5-4100 
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Passover 
Greetings 


McCRORY STORES 
CORPORATION 


5-10 & 25c Stores 


Buy More War Bonds 
and Stamps 











Diamond - Walter Corp. 


38 East 29th Street 
New York City 

















GREAT NORTHERN 
FUR DYEING 


SPRINGFIELD GARDENS 
NEW YORK 














ever, be no decrease in contributions to 
the Campaign on the part of the finan- 
cial institutions or cooperatives which 
showed a profit in 1943-44. The Fund 
is thus expected to yield $1,280,000 
this year as against the $1,360,000 of 
last year. 

These decreases, however, will be 
more than compensated by increases in 
income from the other sources large 
enough to make possible an increase of 
almost 80% in the total income of the 
Histadrut from its own Palestinian 
sources. Thus, for example, the pros- 
pects are good that Nir and the Hista- 
drut will succeed—once more with 
the help of the American Histadrut 
Campaign, 40% of whose transmis- 
sions ordinarily are assigned to Nir— 
in selling Nir debentures to individu- 
als in Palestine to the extent of $2,400,- 
000 as against the $1,000,000 of 
1943/44. Furthermore, Nir and Solel 
Boneh have guatanteed long term 
loans to the extent of $1,200,000 for 
housing, public buildings, labor and 
immigration camps and labor settle- 
ments. This guarantee was made 
upon the financial guarantee of the 
Histadrut Executive which are in turn 
based upon the estimated 1944/45 in- 
come from membership dues and from 
the Histadrut Campaign abroad. 

An additional source of income to- 
taling $1,640,000 is constituted by the 
special investments planned by the 
Histadrut social welfare institutions 
prior to October, 1944 for use in the 
forthcoming year to supply medical 
rehabilitation and training centers for 
discharged soldiers, to care for dis- 











Compliments of 
OLD COLONY BEVERAGES 
CHICAGO BEVERAGE COMPANY 
3423 West I3th Place 
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L. COHEN & SONS 


19 East 30th Street 
New York City 

















Hardy Metal Specialties, Inc. 


248 McKIBBIN STREET 
Brooklyn 6, N. Y. 




















PASSOVER GREETINGS 
To Our Many Depositors 


BUSHWICK 
SAVINGS BANK 


Grand St. at Graham Ave., Brooklyn 


Member, Federal Deposit Ins. Corp. 














Langerman Shoe Co. 


121 INGRAHAM STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 














J. J. HART, Inc. 
Authorized Ford Dealer 


1095 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 




















93 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 











Chicago, Ill. 
Holiday Greetings from 
Henry A. Gochman Nargizian’s Rug Shop 


263 FLATBUSH AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















David Smith Steel Co. 


Best Wishes to All 














597 EAST 137th STREET 
BRONX, N. Y. 














Acme Battery Company 
234 46th STREET 59 PEARL STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. Brooklyn, N. Y. 
N. Y. Underwear Co. Petersen-Owens., Inc. 


428 WEST 13th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
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Passover 


Greetings 


from 


Weber & Heilbroner 


42nd Street and Madison Avenue. . 


. Madison at 57th Street .. . 34th 


Street and Broadway . . . 57th Street and Broadway .. . 160 Broadway 
(mear Maiden Lane) .. . 30 Broad Street . . . Broadway at Walker... 
Brooklyn: 381 Fulton Street . . . Newark: 766 Broad Street 



































Genuine 
FULLER PRODUCTS” 






THE FULLER BRUSH 


COMPANY 


carry this Red Tip Tag NEW YORK 
end trade mark 250 WEST 571TH STREET CO. 5-4277 
Gulley 853 BROADWAY GR. 5-4983 
Look for both! 1819 BROADWAY CO. 5-1318 
BROOKLYN 
1 DEKALB AVENUE TR. 5-3063 
26 COURT STREET TR. 5-9498 




















Greetings from 


Franklin Stores Corp. 


519 EIGHTH AVENUE 


New York City 














PUBLIX 
METAL PRODUCTS 


100 Sixth Avenue 
New York City 














Chaver Brettschneider 


49 EAST SEVENTH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Extends. His Most Sincere Greetings 
to All Chaverim and Chaveroth of 
the Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance, the Officers and Members of 
the General Executive, the Officers 
and Members of the City Committee, 
and Wishes Them All 


A HAPPY PASSOVER 




















Holiday Greetings 
from 
PHILIP WECHSLER 
& SON 





Greetings 


LOCAL 91, ILGWU 


100 EAST 17th STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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abled servicemen, defense and agricul- 
tural workers, refugees and chalutz 
immigrants. These investments will 
be as follows: 


1. Kupat Kholim ..cesuue $600,000 
2. Invalid Fund ccccsesnnneene 160,000 
3. Unemployment Fund........ 680,000 
4. Miscellaneous funds............. 200,000 


In all, the Histadrut income for 
1944/45 from its Palestinian sources, 
it is anticipated, will total $9,820,000 
as against its corresponding income of 
$5,476,000 in 1943/44—an increase 
of 79.3%. 


A corresponding increase is antici- 
pated in the Histadrut income from 
America, ie., $2,132,800 as against 
the $1,226,157 of 1943/44, or an in- 
crease of 73.9%. This will raise the 
total Histadrut income of the His- 
tadrut for non-organizational needs for 
1944/45 to $11,952,800 as against 
that of $6,702,157 in 1943/44. The 
allocation of the American Histadrut 
Campaign funds will be scaled anew to 
allow for the greatest concentration of 
resources in those departments which 
will play the major roles in meeting 
the specific needs of the post war 
period. For example, $580,000 out of 
the American funds will go toward Nir 
in 1944/45 as against the $226,016 
in 1943/44. This increase will aid im- 
measurably in the projected sale of Nir 
debentures to the sum of $2,400,000, 
for on the assurance of the $580,000 
the Histadrut will be able to invest 
$500,000 in regular share capital of 
Nir as legal and financial basis for the 
issuance of new Nir debentures to the 
extent of the $2,400,000. It is believed 
that when this sum is obtained, other 
Palestine agencies (the Anglo-Palestine 
Bank, etc.) will extend their participa- 
tion in the plan for the full conversion 
of the short term loans to the labor set- 
tlement, which had reached a total of 
$6,000,000 as of January 1, 1944, into 
long term loans. The increase in the 
allocation of American funds to hous- 
ing from $93,561 to $379,000 is an 
important contributing factor in the 
guarantee given by Nir and Solel 
Boneh for long term loans for housing 
to the extent of $1,200,000. Other 
large increases are projected in the al- 
locations to the fields of rescue, immi- 
gration, the wartime industries, avia- 
tion, vocational training, reconversion, 
social welfare, etc. 


The Memorandum of the National 
Labor Committee from which the 
above figures are quoted, presents a 
story of resolute achievement in a cru- 
cial period and confident foresight in 
the face of problems to come. 
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FLORSHEIM STORE SERVICE 


oe IS AS IMPORTANT AS SHOE LEATHER TO US 













Continuous customer surveys 
prove that Florsheim courtesy 
and store service are still 
traditions of this business. 
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The single obligation of Florsheim store 
service today is to see that the Florsheim 
Shoes you buy deliver the extra wear you 
need. We know they must fit right to 
wear right; our best advice is to care for 
the shoes you own, don’t buy new shoes 
*til you really need them, and then buy 
the best. Remember, our fighting men 
are hard on shoes; you can’t afford to be. 


Mast Files*\O)50 anc | | 


inl Florshei 


®155 W. 42nd Street, at Broadway 501 7th Avenue, af 37th Street 101 W. 35th Street, Cor. SixthAve. 8 W. 34th Street, Empire State Bldg. 
137 E. 42nd-St., Chrysler Bldg, 173 Broadway, at Cortlandt St. 334 Madison Avenue, at 43rd St. 

*Broadway, af 47th St. In Newark: *831 Broad St. I Jersey City: *32 Journal Square, Kislak Bldg. Florsheim Shoe Salon for Women 

Is Brooklyn: *433 Fulton Street, sear Borough Hall—*605 Fulton Street, at Flatbush Avenue Ext. [477 Fifth Ave., Opp. Public Library 

*@pen Evenings for Your Convenience There’s a Florsheim Dealer in Your Neighborhood 


The DEARBORN, $11 
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Statement of 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 


tie ‘ 

Ar: 
at 
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HEINZ © 
Products are NOT 


Kosher for 
Passover 


Pees ST | 


REIN WEIN : | There are more than 50 of the Heinz 
ee BAKED BEANS Varieties that bear on the label the © 
m= @8=s seal of endorsement of the UNION 
9 OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGA- 

| TIONS OF AMERICA. We have adver- 
tised this seal of endorsement consistently 
for many years. 


To avoid any misunderstanding on the - 
part of the Jewish public, we remind you 
that the @ endorsement does not apply 
to Passover. Our @ products are Kosher 
during the rest of the year, but we have 
no Varieties that are “Pesach’dick.” ¢ 


At this Season of Liberation, we wish our 
many friends a Happy Passover. May the 
coming Victory be achieved “speedily in 
our day.” May mankind soon be on the 
road “from slavery to freedom"! 


To that end, let us bend every energy till 
the last shot is fired! 


BACK THE ATTACK! H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


BUY WAR BONDS 
TO. HASTEN THE 


DAY OF VICTORY “MERERS OLEAN AS RRAR EES A 

















